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It has been a long winter this year and a Spring
that seems to be taking its time to arrive. Waiting
for Spring is the rawest form of hope, especially
when you go back into single digit temperatures
after a week in the 20’s. We live at a time when
many find hope to be elusive, hard to find, hard
to hold onto. | doubt that it has ever been easy to
be a person of hope, and it is certainly not easy
in our complex and wounded world. These past
few months have brought challenges like never
before for all of us. The desire to look forward
has never been greater. Many of us look to na-
ture and the garden for solace and comfort in try-
ing times. This year take the opportunity to see
how gardens and the natural world around us
can bring us hope, because it is said, gardeners
sometimes despair, but they never run out of
hope.

Gardening is the very definition of hope. You
hope that the seeds
1= 10U germinate, or that
the nursery-bought
starts all make it
once they’re put in
the soil. You hope

. for beautiful sun but
not too hot to scald
tender stems. You
hope for warmth to
encourage growth,
and you hope it doesn’t get so hot that the plants
fail to set fruit. You hope for pollinators not pests.
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G=HOPE

You hope for rain, but not too much. The point is,
you hope.

Plant for the hope that spring brings. Our tiny
seeds and seedlings won’t do much at first but
before we know it, they will begin to put on their
show. If these past months have taught us any-
thing, perhaps it is that the greatest lesson of all
is to slow down, to observe, to get grounded. So,
with that in mind | go outside. | clean. | prune. |
fertilize. | try to watch the sunset as often as |
can. It kind of, sort of, helps to fix most things.

In “Spes Non Confundit”, Our Holy Father, Pope
Francis, explains the Jubilee theme “pilgrims of
hope” by breaking it down into six themes one of
which is “signs of hope”. Gardening is seen as a
symbol/sign of hope, representing the potential
for growth, renewal and a positive outlook, even
in the face of challenges.

“The Lord will guide you always, He will satisfy
your needs in a sun-scorched land and will
strengthen your frame. You will be like a well-
watered garden, like a spring whose waters
never fail.” (Isaiah 58:11)




@ Margherita
Lotti, Rita for

short, was
born in 1381
in a small
town just

outside Cascia located in central
Italy. Her parents, Antonio and
Amata, were known as Peace-
makers of Christ, who were fre-
quently called upon to act as me-
diators for government officials,
business leaders and other citi-
zens and Rita was their only child.

From a young age Rita had want-
ed to become a nun but her par-
ents persuaded her to marry
Paolo Mancini, two years her
senior, and they soon became
parents to twin boys.

During Rita’s time, family feuds
were common and that included
Paolo’s parents who were feuding
with several rival families. Howev-
er, with much prayer, patience
and example, Rita was able to
guide her husband to forgo the
violence that had been a part of
his upbringing.

Sadly, at the age of 32, Rita found
herself a widow, her husband,
Paolo, murdered by a family feud-
ing with the Mancini’s. Not surpris-
ingly, as a testament to her faith,
Rita openly forgave her husband’s
killers, but the same was not true
of her sons. They were deter-
mined to avenge their father’'s
death as was the custom. This
law of vendetta was so common
that even the Church in Rita’s day
permitted these honour Killings!
(What?!) Rita was so distressed at
the prospect of her sons commit-
ting a mortal sin that she turned to
God imploring Him to stop her
boys. Her prayers were answered
but perhaps not in the way that
she expected. Her sons died less

St. Rita of Cascia — the Peacemaker

Feast day: May 22

than a year later of iliness.

Shortly afterwards, Rita attempted
to become an Augustinian nun but
was refused out of fear that the
ongoing feuds between her in-
laws and other families in Cascia
would spill over to the monastery.
So, Rita took on the task of bro-
kering a peace agreement in writ-
ing amongst the warring families.
It took some time but Rita suc-
ceeded thus becoming known,
like her parents, as the
“Peacemaker of Cascia”.

Rita spent 40 years in the convent
of Santa Maria
Magdalena.

She devoted
herself to the
Passion of
Christ and on
one Good Fri-

day while
praying, was
gifted with
stigmata. A
thorn from

Jesus’ crown of thorns pierced her
forehead causing a wound that
remained for the rest of her life.

Rita died on May 22, 1457, after

an illness and her incorrupt body
can be found in a glass-enclosed
coffin at the Basilica of Saint Rita
in Cascia.

By Angela Van Kralingen

Like St. Jude, St. Rita is known as
the patron saint of impossible
causes and hopeless circum-
stances. In addition, she is patron
saint of pregnancy, infertility, ste-
rility, gynecological disorders, am-
putees, those dealing with
wounds and disorders of the
blood and circulatory system,
parenthood, widows, and victims
of domestic abuse. There are
probably more so when in doubt,
pray to St Rita!

She is also the unofficial patron
saint of baseball. How did this
come to be? In the 1920s, a group
of Catholic nuns in Texas invested
in an oil well which did not pro-
duce much. The workers built a
baseball field nearby to have
something to do in their downtime
of which there was plenty. The
nuns sought guidance from a
priest who suggested they pray to
St Rita (after all, she is the patron
saint of impossible causes) and
sure enough, on May 27, 1923,
five days after her feast day, the
well finally struck oil, spraying on-
to the baseball field, and the nuns
became rich.

If you are looking for a road trip,
there is a shrine in the United
States, The National Shrine of St.
Rita of Cascia, located in Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania.

National Shrine

L Ur St. Rita of Cascia
Vugriestioan Pronince of S Thomas of Yillmwa

St. Rita, advocate of the
impossible, you who are
known for your powerful
intercession, please hear my
plea and intercede for me.

"The Christian cannot be satisfied with having hope;
he or she must also radiate hope, be a sower of hope."

Pope Francis Dec 11, 2024
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The Pope’s Prayer

Intention for May
For Working Conditions:

Let us pray that through
work, each person might find
fulfilment, families might be
sustained in dignity, and that
society might be humanized.

To read more of the Pope’s
Prayer Intentions, visit
https://www.popesprayer.va/
popes-prayer-intentions-for-
2025/

PROMOTING WORK THAT
FOSTERS HUMANITY

MONTHLY PRAYER

Jesus,

You knew work in this world,

and You understand its hardships and joys...

Hear our prayer today.

Working is a human trait...

Work is sacred...

The beauty of the earth and the dignity of work
were meant to be united...

The earth becomes beautiful when man works...
Lord, You see that we believe this with conviction,
but we desire even more for it to become a reality
among us.

We are saddened when people can't find work
and lack the dignity of bringing bread to their home.
Give us the light of your Spirit,

open our hearts,

do not let indifference overcome us.

Help us recover the gift of universal brotherhood.
We ask for a heart as big as Jesus's

so we can embrace the call to work

to give dignity to people and families.

“The management of employment is a Amen.
great human and social responsibility,

which cannot be left in the hands of a
few or be divinized by the 'market'...

I am saddened when I see people
without work... and do not have the

dignity of bringing bread home...
Work is sacred, work gives dignity to a

family."
(Pope Francis)

MAY 2025 JUNE 2025
1-4 May 7-8 June
Jubilee of Workers Jubilee of Ecclesial Movements,
4-5 May Associations and New
Jubilee of Entrepreneurs Communities
10-11 May 9 Jt_me
Jubilee of Marching Bands Jubilee of the Holy See
12-14 Hay L Luce’s Companion,
Jubilee of the Eastern Churches  Jubilee of Sport i
the Dog, Santino,
16-18 May 20-22 June is for San R Saint
Jubilee of Confraternities Jubilee of Governments IS T0r San ~occo ( ain W J‘t"L
i 3 U]
30 May - 1June 23-24 June Roch) the Saint .
Jubilee of Families, Children, Jubilee of Seminarians Pilgrim, a sign of Divine Providence
Grandparentsandthe Elderly o5 jyne that assisted him in times of extreme
bl Jubilee of Bishops need. It symbolizes his fidelity to
www.iubilaeum2025.va , . ,
25-27 June God’s calling. The dog is also a
f O X @iubilaeum25 Jubilee of Priests symbol of friendship.




'}‘6' Franciscan Deacon's Bench

pax et bonum
deacon Maurice o.f.s

After Easter: Then What? The wolf shall dwell

with the lamnb.

The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid..,
and a little child shall lead them. ™™ 11

On Good Friday - Jesus went outside the city, and, through the cross,
conquered death. On Easter morning He gave us new life.

What then? How are we to live this new life? What is after
Easter? If we assume that new life only begins in heaven, (after the end
of this life,) then we seriously underestimate the power of Easter. Easter changes life here and now: in the
Kingdom on earth as well as, (ultimately,) in Heaven. How has Easter changed our lives this year — these
days? How are we living differently today?

The Franciscan legend of The Wolf of Gubbio has an epilogue that is relevant to how we are to
live after Easter.

In the story, St. Francis came to the town of Gubbio because a ravenous wolf was devouring
people of the town. Francis went - alone - outside the city to confront the deadly wolf. The wolf attacked
- intending to destroy Francis. But Francis halted the wolf's charge by making the sign of the cross. And
the wolf and Francis came together and spoke.

Then Francis did something that the people of the town did not expect at all. He didn't kill the
wolf, or banish it from the area. He established peace between the wolf and the townspeople - and they
began to live together in harmony. The text of the Little Flowers concludes.

Now this event caused great joy in all the people... because of the peace which had been
concluded with the wolf; and they lifted up their voices to heaven, praising and blessing God, who
had sent them St Francis... The wolf lived two years at Gubbio, he went familiarly from door to
door without harming anyone, and all the people received him courteously, feeding him with
great pleasure, and no dog barked at him as he went about. At last, after two years, he died of old
age, and the people of Gubbio mourned his loss greatly, for when they saw him gomlg about so
gently among them all, he reminded them of the virtue and sanctity of St Francis.

In these days after Easter, we might become discouraged because sickness and death, war and injustice
are still among us - like weeds growing among the wheat, M"e" 1330

The world did not appear ‘visibly’ changed the day after Easter, but we have been changed. We
are to be filled with joy. We are to lift up our voices to heaven, praising and blessing God who has sent
us Jesus. And we have Easter power to overcome sickness and death, war and injustice - by love, by
compassion, by working for justice, and by making peace. This is what is to come ‘after’ Easter. This is
how we are to be an Easter people.

Messages of Hope Speaker Series, Mass, Barbecue
May 24 @ 1:00 pm - 6:00 pm FREE WILL OFFERING

1 pm: Messages of Hope Speaker Series
with Dr. Josephine Lombardi
2 pm: Mass with Bishop Gerard Bergie , ‘
3 pm: Barbecue (freewill offering) P A
, Messages of ("g

Venue: —
Our Lady of the Rosary Shrine LfL (_\ ) PDE

1 l\ '[:. P AJ
4706 Miller Rd /E \*‘/L :
Port Colborne, Ontario, Canada P‘“k,er Series
Phone: 905-732-1907 rerer ey




From the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops:

T https://www.cccb.ca/media-release/bishops-raise-serious-concerns-about-
SURLILECE LSS threats-to-charitable-status-designation/

Bishops raise serious concerns about threats to charitable status designation

On March 10, 2025, the members of the Permanent Council of the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops
(CCCB) expressed their grave concern regarding two recommendations made by the House of Commons
Standing Committee on Finance within Report 21: Pre-Budget Consultations in Advance of the 2025
Budget. These recommendations (#429 and #430), if adopted, would be profoundly detrimental to Canada’s
charitable sector, because they would:

« Revoke the charitable status of “anti-abortion organizations” (#429);

« Amend the Income Tax Act such that “the advancement of religion” would no longer
qualify as a legitimate purpose for granting charitable status. (#430)

After consulting widely, including experts in charity law, the members of the Permanent Council sent a letter
to the Hon. Dominic LeBlanc, Minister of Finance, defending the value and role of faith-based charities for
Canadian society, as well as the unfairness of targeting pro-life organizations. They urged the government to
abandon the two recommendations and to conduct comprehensive consultations within the charitable sector
before embarking on any legislative changes that could threaten the viability of charitable organizations and
adversely affect the millions of Canadians who depend on them for essential services and support.

A full copy of the CCCB’s letter to the Minister of Finance is available on the CCCB website:

https://lwww.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/CCCB-Letter-to-the-Honourable-Francois-Philippe-
Champagne-P.C.-M.P.-Minister-of-Finance charitable-status.pdf

cmmmn“ chunllcs Are you interested in dialogue with fellow

Catholics about the challenges and the joys,
the hopes and the fears that go with trying to
follow Jesus in our place and time?

WELCOME! Whethar you have bean foliowing the Synod in Synodolity On ‘]une 15-18! 2025’ at St Jerome's UnlverSIty
Ince & b VN Dctober 2021 Lo the com o 1 H
e in Waterloo, Ontario, lay, clergy, and
encounter to smbroce Synodolity as pagrims of hope ot o time whan re“glous Cathollcs from across Canada Wl I I
hope Is sa desperately needed in our church and i the world ) ) )

gather to experience first-hand the idea of
synodality. Guided by Canadian Synod
delegates who attended the meetings in Rome
in 2023 and 2024, and supported by a Steering
Committee of leaders from many Canadian
Catholic organizations, we will gather, pray,

listen, speak and celebrate!

U@ ‘ June 15-18 If you are aged 18 to 90+ and want to learn

REGISTER WITH 44 St Jerome’s more about synodality, this gathering is for
QR CODE University you.

, — For more information visit

imey of ek
journey o UNIVERSITY www.synodalchurch.ca

Encounter

L

https:liwww.synodalchurch.cal Shared by Wilma Vanderzwaag



https://www.cccb.ca/media-release/bishops-raise-serious-concerns-about-threats-to-charitable-status-designation/
https://www.cccb.ca/media-release/bishops-raise-serious-concerns-about-threats-to-charitable-status-designation/
https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/CCCB-Letter-to-the-Honourable-Francois-Philippe-Champagne-P.C.-M.P.-Minister-of-Finance_charitable-status.pdf
https://www.cccb.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/CCCB-Letter-to-the-Honourable-Francois-Philippe-Champagne-P.C.-M.P.-Minister-of-Finance_charitable-status.pdf
http://www.synodalchurch.ca

VAl | " | Easter Vigil 2025 at Star of the Sea —

April 19
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Good Friday 2025
CWL
Stations of the Cross
at Star of the Sea
April 18

Led by Linda Dirks




Let Us Pray for Mothers...

Moms suffer the greatest heartaches, the greatest of joys, and everything imaginable in between. This
Mother’s Day, let’s give each other grace. Moms nowadays are inundated with information and opinions and
media and choices and advice, and we’re thrown into doing so much with very little help sometimes. Let’s say
a little prayer for each other for strength, courage, and patience. Mary, Jesus’ mother and the greatest of all
models to look up to when getting through our day-to-day life, is someone we can turn to and ask for inter-
cession. Our Blessed Mother, even in her perfection, still somehow experienced similar feelings to those that
we feel as mothers.

By Wilma Vanderzwaag

Let us take some time on Mother’s Day to pray a rosary for mothers. On each bead, pray for a mother you
know by name or someone you’ve never met. Consider praying for...

...the mother who is anxious.

...the mother who has suffered loss of a child(ren).
...the mother who is estranged from her own mother.
...the single mother.

...the mother who feels alone in her motherhood.
...the mother who has had miscarriage(s).

...the mother who is scared.

...the mother who is experiencing homelessness.
...the mother who is in an abusive relationship.
...the mother who has had an abortion.

...the mother who has healthy children.

...the mother who is sad.

...the step-mother.

...the mother who is worried.

...the mother who is the breadwinner.

...the mother who has addictions.

...the mother who forgets about her own self-worth.
...the mother who is struggling.

...the mother who is without faith.

...the mother who is doubting herself.

...the newly-pregnant mother.

...the mother who is working.

...the mother who stays at home.

...every mother.
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¢ > 2 Prayer for Child's Baptism:
@fg%’@”b Heavenly Father, surround these children with Your
T love and protection.
We welcome the newest members of our Fill Your little ones with the Holy Spirit and receive
parish family who was baptized in April: these children into the family of Your church, that they
may walk with us in the way of Christ, and grow in the

knowledge of Your love. Amen.
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Georgia 6lynn & Sophie Glynn



“Everyone knows what it is to hope. In the heart of each person,
hope dwells as the desire and expectation of good things to come,
despite our not knowing what the future may bring.”

Given in Rome, at Saint John Lateran, on 9 May, the Solemnity of the Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ, in
the year 2024, the twelfth of my Pontificate. FRANCIS

Taken from: SPES NON CONFUNDIT— BULL OF INDICTION OF THE ORDINARY JUBILEE OF THE YEAR 2025

Pope

Dear friends in Christ,
Christ is Risen! He is risen indeed!

Today, our Easter joy is tinged with a bit of sadness with the passing of our Holy Father, Pope Francis. Let us
join together in praying for the repose of his soul. Because of our Easter celebration of Christ’s victory over
sin and death, Christians face death armed with firm faith and expectant hope the world cannot understand.

...we pray that he is ushered into the light and grace of God’s merciful love—a love Francis heralded so
often.

Let us also fervently pray for the Cardinals of the Church who will soon gather in Rome to elect our next
Pope. Let us pray that they seek to follow God’s will and elect a holy and wise man, a man after God’s own
heart (1 Samuel 13:14), to shepherd the Church.

During this Jubilee year of Hope, let us stay grounded in prayer and faith, which will bear fruit in hope and
joy in this Eastertide.

May the Lord bless and keep you,
Dr. Tim Gray
President, Augustine Institute April 21, 2025

“Please pray for the repose of the Pope’s soul. This as Catholics, being able to pray for someone, is how we
can love them, that once people have died there are only so many ways we can love them and praying for

them is one of those ways. So, what a gift that we can now pray for him and give thanks for his priesthood
and papacy.”

(Rev. Fr. David Michael Moses, Christ the Good Shepherd Catholic Church, Spring, TX, April 21, 2025)




