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Hope and Love  

By Pat Waters 

As we enter the second 

month of the Jubilee 

Year, we, as Pilgrims of 

Hope, are beginning to 

move away from our safe 

place and enter unchart-

ed and perhaps concern-

ing territory.  Because of 

our hope in both God’s 

present and future King-

dom the (“now and the 

not yet”) we have stami-

na to press on. Paul put it 

this way “I press on to-

ward the goal to win the 

prize for which God has called me heavenward 

in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:14) It is also the 

beginning of the month of February which is tra-

ditionally related to the idea of nurturing and 

sharing human love. The month is filled with dai-

ly holidays that are all about love, self care, 

friendship, and much more. In February we are 

reminded to show love for our significant other, 

friends and ourselves. 

Hope and Love can be seen as complimentary 

forces. Love provides the emotional grounding 

and support needed to cultivate hope, while 

hope can enhance the experience of love by al-

lowing individuals to dream of a shared future.   

But as Pilgrims of Hope we can use Love, our 

spiritual gift from God, to help us steer through 

the turbulent seas surrounding us, to attain our 

heavenly goal. This spiritual gift of love is the 

only type of love that fulfills the deepest longing 

of our hearts. Like all gifts it must be received 

and cherished and then it allows us to love our-

selves and others as God does. The Holy Spirit 

gives us the power to hope and that is a demon-

stration of God’s love. Hope works together with 

love to give us confidence, joy, peace, power 

and the ability to love ourselves and others as 

God does. This kind of love, God’s love dwelling 

within us, satisfies our deepest longings.  

Love and Hope intersect. Hope provides a 

sense of optimism in the face of adversity. Lov-

ing relationships can foster a sense of hope in 

individuals and society by providing support sys-

tems during difficult times. As Pope Francis 

writes in the opening paragraph of the Jubilee 

Prayer: 

“Father in heaven, may the faith 

you have given us in your Son 

Jesus Christ, our brother, and 

the flame of charity enkindled in 

our hearts by the Holy Spirit, 

reawaken in us the blessed 

hope for the coming of your 

Kingdom.” 

We are companions on the journey 

Breaking bread and sharing life 

And in the love we bear is the hope we share 

For we believe in the love of our God,  

We believe in the love of our God.        

  Carey Landry Music Issue 606  



VATICAN CITY (CNS) — More than half a     
million pilgrims crossed the threshold of the   
Holy Door of St. Peter’s Basilica in the first two 
weeks after Pope Francis opened it. 

From Dec. 24, when the pope inaugurated the Holy 
Year, to Jan. 7, the Vatican said 545,532 people from 
around the world have made the journey along the 
lengthy boulevard leading to St. Peter’s Square and 
crossing through the basilica’s Holy Door. 

“This is a very significant beginning,” Archbishop 
Rino Fisichella, the chief Vatican organizer of the Ju-
bilee Year, said in a statement. “The groups crowding 
Via della Conciliazione are giving an important testi-
mony, and this is also a sign of the great perception 
of safety and security that pilgrims experience in the 
city of Rome and around the four papal basilicas.” 

A tunnel diverting vehicle traffic underground at the 
beginning of Via Della Conciliazione—the street lead-
ing to the Vatican—was completed just before the 
start of the Holy Year.  A pathway extending from the 
new pedestrian square at the start of the street to the 
Holy Door also was set up exclusively for pilgrims 
walking   individually  or  in  groups to  St. Peter’s  
Basilica. 

Archbishop Fisichella acknowledged, however, that 
there were some “difficulties” in managing the flow of 
pilgrims and tourists through St. Peter’s Basilica, a 
problem that would be studied. 

The city of Rome has estimated that more than 30 
million people will travel to the city during the Jubilee. 

Based on the number of pilgrims that crossed the Ho-
ly Door in the first days of the Holy Year, “a steady 
increase in pilgrim turnout is expected,” the Vatican 
said in its statement, noting also the many children, 
youth, adults and elderly who participated in Jubilee 
celebrations at the diocesan level Dec. 29. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On December 29, 2024, Bishop 
Bergie officially began the Jubilee 
Year with a Mass at the Cathe-
dral.  The celebration began with 
the reading of the Papal Bull -- 
Bull of Indiction of the Ordinary 
Jubilee of the Year 2025, at the 
entrance of the church. Following 
this proclamation, the blessing of 
the cross for adoration was done.  
Bishop Bergie then proceeded to 
the baptismal font and blessed all 
in attendance with the holy water. 

Bishop Bergie was very pleased 
to see so many in attendance.  In 
his homily, he highlighted from 
the Papal Bull, “Hope does not 
disappoint” (Romans 5:5) and 
“illumine us in hope”.  He went on 
to talk about three signs of hope: 

First, Christ is the greatest sign of hope.            
He abides in us through the Holy Spirit.  We need to 
open the door of our hearts to Jesus Christ.   

Second, celebrate the Eucha-
rist.  We are coming to the great 
sacrifice by Christ to wash away 
our sins.  The cross of Christ is a 
sign and symbol of the Jubilee 
Year.  It symbolizes Jesus’ hope 
for us.  He gave His life for us. 
Each Mass we celebrate the pro-
found sacrifice and know we are 
loved. Jesus is feeding us to go 
out and share the Good News.  
Let us invite others to the Mass so 
they can deepen their faith and 
hope. 

The last sign is the family.  The 
holy family shows us our roles 
and give us hope.  Today we are 
undermining the dynamic of the 
family.  The love of family is the 
love of Jesus Christ.  Families can 
lead the world to Jesus Christ.  

Bishop Bergie then encouraged us all to be enthusi-
astic.  Let us all grow in love and hope and let us all 
walk together as pilgrims of hope. 

Jubilee Mass at the Cathedral of St Catherine of Alexandria 
Reported by Wilma Vanderzwaag 

St. Peter’s Holy Door Sees More Than Half Million Pilgrims in Two Weeks 

2 Vatican News 

https://www.examiner.org.hk/2025/01/17/st-peters-holy-door-sees-more-than-half-million-pilgrims-in-two-weeks/news/international/


by Angela Van Kralingen 

St. Gregory of Narek 

Feast Day: February 27th  

St Gregory is venerated in the Ar-
menian Catholic and Orthodox 
Churches and as of April 12, 2015, 
has been added to the Roman litur-
gical calendar by Pope Francis. In 
addition, on that day, Pope Francis 
named St Gregory of Narek the 36th Doctor of the 
Church, a title given to a saint who has made signifi-
cant contributions to theology or doctrine. This date is 
significant in that it was the 100th anniversary of the 
Armenian genocide. 

On April 5, 2018, Pope Fran-
cis and Armenian Patriarchs 
blessed a bronze statue of St 
Gregory of Narek in the Vati-
can Gardens on the occasion 
of the visit of an Armenian 
delegation with the Pope.  

Born c. 951 A.D. near Lake 
Van, the largest lake in the 
kingdom of Armenia (modern 
day Turkey), Gregory’s moth-
er died when he was young 
and his father sent him and 
his brother to live with an un-

cle who was an abbot at the Narek monastery. Grego-
ry was ordained at the age of 25 and remained at the 
monastery for the rest of his life. He is affectionately 
referred to by Armenians as “the watchful angel in 
human form.” He died c. 1003 A.D. and was buried 
within the walls of the monastery.  

Among his many writings, hymns and poetry, his most 

renowned work is the “Book of 
Lamentations”, also known as “The 
Book of Prayers”, “The Book or 
Narek”, or simply, “Narek”. This 
book consists of 95 prayers written 
to help people acknowledge their 

brokenness and to transform their suffering to joy and 
trust in God. Completed a year before his death, St 
Gregory referred to his book as an “encyclopedia of 
prayer for all nations” and has been translated into 
30 languages.  

Sadly, in the 1915 
genocide, Nareka-
vank and the tomb of 
St Gregory was aban-
doned and pillaged. 
Fortunately, Gregory's 
relic is preserved at 
the Treasury Museum 
of the Mother See of 
Holy Etchmiadzin in 
Armenia.  

Also, his prayers have remained. Each prayer begins 
with the phrase, “Speaking with God from the 
Depths of the Heart”. Here is a sample of Prayer 34 
from the Book of Prayers: 

 “…Merciful Lord, who loves mankind, may 
You always show the favour of Your life-giving 
will and Your long-suffering patience toward me, a 
sinner. To You glory forever.  Amen” 

St Gregory of Narek, pray for us. 

Armenia’s  

First Great Poet 

Enter through the Holy Doors with Most Reverend Gerard Bergie  
 October 16 - 24, 2025  

Dear Pilgrims of Hope:  
His Excellency Bishop Gerard Bergie extends an invitation to join him 
on pilgrimage to Rome and to enter through the Holy Doors of          
St. Peter’s Basilica, the Archbasilica of St. John Lateran and the        
Basilica of  St. Mary Major during the 2025 Jubilee Year. 

This Spiritual Journey starts on October 16th with a Toronto flight to 
Rome and coach to Assisi where we honour and pray at the tomb of Blessed Carlo Acutis. The tour continues 
with a full day tour in Assisi. On the way to San Giovanni Rotondo (Shrine of Padre Pio of Pietrelcina) we stop 
in Lanciano (Eucharistic Miracle of Jesus). Via the Montecassino monastery, we reach Rome, enter through the 
Holy Doors and receive a Papal Blessing. The return flight is scheduled for October 24.  

Reservations are accepted on a first come, first served basis, until the max. of 42 passengers has been 
reached. For more information contact Ineke Brinkman, Travel Advisor for Direct Travel and Organizer of     
Pilgrimage Tours since 1993 at  ibrinkman@dt.com  or call Ineke at 905.988.1313.  

  CAD $4590 p.p. based on double occupancy and a min. of 32 passengers; single supplement: $865  3 



The Pope’s Prayer  

Intention for February 
 

For Vocations to  
the Priesthood  

and Religious Life: 

Let us pray that the ecclesial 
community might welcome the 

desires and doubts of those 
young people who feel a call to 

serve Christ’s mission in the 
priesthood and religious life. 

 
To read more of the Pope’s  
Prayer Intentions, visit  
 

https://www.popesprayer.va/
popes-prayer-intentions-for-

2025/ 

Although this prayer was composed a number of 
years ago, it applies to our 2025 Jubilee: 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, pilgrim of Emmaus, 
You make yourself close to us for love, 
even if, at times, discouragement and  
sadness prevent us from discovering  

Your presence. 
You are the flame that revives our faith. 
You are the light that purifies our hope. 
You are the force that stirs our charity. 
Teach us to recognize You in the Word, 
in the House and on the Table where 

the Bread of Life is shared, 
in generous service to our suffering  

neighbour. 
And when evening falls, Lord,  

help us to say: 
“Stay with us”.  

Amen. 
 
By Pope Benedict XVI 
The Vatican, September 8, 2010 

From: LETTER OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI 
ON THE OCCASION OF THE SECOND WORLD 
CONGRESS ON THE PASTORAL CARE OF  
PILGRIMAGES AND SHRINES 
[SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA,  
27-30 SEPTEMBER 2010] 

4 



pax et bonum 

deacon Maurice o.f.s 
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Going from GOSPEL to Life and Life to GOSPEL 

One thing we could each do more of during this Jubilee year is reading the Gospel 
more intentionally. There is an article in the Rule of Life of Secular Franciscans that 
all could do - without belonging to a religious order.  "Observe the Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ by ... [making]  ... Christ the inspiration and the center of [your] 
life with God and people...[by] devoting [yourself] especially to careful reading of 
the Gospel, going from Gospel to life, and life to Gospel." 
 

Devoting Self to Careful Reading of the Gospel  

Study the Gospel of the Mass of the day - every day, Monday to Saturday, and Sunday. Read it in the morning, 
then revisit it during the day at least once going from Gospel to life and once again going from life to Gospel.  
 

  Going from Gospel to Life    

What is this Gospel text saying to your life each day? The Gospels were written to Christians living in the first 
century of the Church, but "the Word of God is living and active." Heb.4.12 Maybe, in the Gospel one day you 
will find a correction for something in your life; maybe, another day, you'll find affirmation or enrichment of 
something in your life.  Go from Gospel to life each day. 

 "On one occasion, on the Feast of St. Matthias, St Francis of Assisi was so moved by the Gospel that he 
asked the priest to explain that Gospel to him .... When Francis considered the words that Christ’s true disci-
ples should “Take no gold, or silver, or copper in their belts, no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or san-
dals, or a staff” Matt.10:9–10 he was filled with joy and cried out, “This is what I want; this is what I desire with 
all my heart!” And Francis began immediately to live out Christ’s words.  Murray Bodo, OFM  Franciscan Spirit Blog  

  Connect the Gospel to your personal, unique life situation not to an anonymous, average Catholic life. 
You are unique; the Gospel speaks to you where you are right now. Be careful when you go from Gospel to 
life, that your understanding of the Word of God is consistent with the Creed, and the Catechism, and the 
teaching of the Catholic Church. If the Gospel day doesn't seem to speak to your life on some days, don't be 
discouraged. Note that experience, ponder it, keep it in prayer, be patient.  Keep going from Gospel to life.  
 

 Going from Life to Gospel 

Going from Life to Gospel is quite different from Gospel to life. Some days, there might be an aspect of your 
life that clarifies what the Gospel is saying - or puts the Gospel in context... or makes the Gospel more rele-
vant, more alive, more personal for you. Again don't seek to connect some hypothetical average Catholic life to 
the Gospel - take your life to the Gospel each day.  

 Again, if nothing in your daily life clicks with the Gospel for that day, don't be discouraged. Note that 
experience, ponder it, keep it in prayer, be patient.   Keep going from life to Gospel - and Gospel to life each 
day. 

How the Gospels are Organized in the Readings. 

Sunday readings are organized into three years (A, B, and C.) We read: Matthew in Year A, Mark in Year B, 
and Luke in Year C.  John is inserted into each year. The weekday readings are organized into two years (I and 
II,) but the weekday Gospels for both years are the same. During each year, the Gospels are read semi-
continuously, beginning with Mark, then moving on to Matthew and Luke. The Gospel of John is read during 
Christmas, Lent, and the Easter season.   Patterns change in Lent and the Easter Season.   

 

Welcome to the newest members 

of our parish family who were  

baptized in January: 

Kayleigh Bowden 
Bennett Bowden 

Juniper Cairine Bruin 

Prayer for Child's Baptism: 
 

Heavenly Father, grant that these children grow in grace 

and love. May they learn to follow Jesus through the    

influence of the Holy Spirit. They are true children of 

Yours, and we pray they serve You faithfully all their days. 

Give guidance and strength to the parents and families of 

these children. We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ.   

Amen. 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/author/murray-bodo-ofm/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/franciscan-spirit-blog/


We all have someone in our family or a friend’s family that has stopped attending Mass or distanced 
themselves from the Church.  This article, written by Fr. Ron Rolheiser, is one that can bring you 
some comfort -- keep praying for those loved ones.  

Touching Our Loved Ones Inside the Body of Christ 

Twenty-eight years ago, when I first 
began writing this column, I wrote a 
piece that I entitled “Binding and 
Loosing inside the Body of Christ.”  
Among all the things I’ve ever     
written, I have probably received the 
most feedback on this. 

What is the concept?  How can we 
bind and loose each other inside the 
Body of Christ?  Here are the essential lines: 

Imagine you are a parent who has a child who no 
longer goes to church, no longer prays, no longer ob-
serves the Church’s moral commandments, no longer 
respects your faith and is perhaps even openly       
agnostic or atheistic.  What can you do?  You can 
continue to pray for them and you can live out your 
own faith convictions, hoping that the example of your 
life will have power where your words are ineffectual. 

You can do that, but you can do more.  You can    
continue to love and forgive them and insofar as they 
receive that love and forgiveness they are receiving 
love and forgiveness from God. Your touch is God’s 
touch. Since you are part of the Body of Christ, when 
you touch them Christ is touching them.  When you 
forgive them Christ is forgiving them because your 
touch is the Church’s touch. 

Part of the wonder of the incarnation is the astonish-
ing fact that we can do for each other what Jesus did 
for us.  Jesus gives us that power: Whatever you bind 
on Earth will be bound in heaven; whatever you loose 
on Earth will be loosed in heaven…Whose sins you 
forgive they are forgiven. 

If you are part of the Body of Christ, when you forgive 
someone, he or she is forgiven.  If you love someone, 
he or she is being loved by Christ because the Body 
of Christ is not just the body of Jesus but is also the 
body of believers.  To be touched, loved and forgiven 
by a member of the body of believers is to be 
touched, loved and forgiven by Christ.  Hell is possible 
only when someone had put himself completely out of 
the range of love and forgiveness so as to render him-
self incapable of being loved or forgiven.  And this is 

not so much a question rejecting 
explicit religious or moral teaching 
as it is of rejecting love as it is      
offered among the community of the 
sincere.   

Put more simply, if someone whom 
you love strays from the Church in 
terms of faith practice and morality, 
as long as you continue to love that 

person and hold him or her in love and forgiveness, 
he or she is touching the “hem of Christ’s garment”, 
is being held to the body of Christ and is being forgiv-
en by God, irrespective of his or her official external 
relationship to the Church. 

How? They are touching the Body of Christ because 
your touch is Christ’s touch.  When you touch 
someone, unless that person actively rejects your love 
and forgiveness, he or she is relating to the Body of 
Christ.  And this is true even beyond death:  If some-
one close to you dies in a state which, externally at 
least, has him or her at odds with the visible Church, 
your love and forgiveness will continue to bind that 
person to the Body of Christ and will continue to offer 
forgiveness to that individual, even after death. 

In the incarnation, God takes on human flesh: in     
Jesus, in the Eucharist and in all who are sincere in 
faith.  The incredible power and mercy that came into 
our world in Jesus is still active with us, at least if we 
choose to activate it.  We are the Body of Christ.  
What Jesus did for us, we can do for each other. Our 
love and forgiveness are the cords that connect our 
loved ones to God, salvation and the community of 
saints, even when they no longer walk the path of  
explicit faith. 

Too good to be true?  Yes, surely.  But how else to 
describe the mystery of the incarnation? 

https://ronrolheiser.com/touching-our-loved-ones-
inside-the-body-of-christ/  

Ronald Rolheiser OMI, is a Catholic priest and theo-
logian. He received his doctorate at the University 
of Louvain, and is a member of the Catholic Theo-
logical Society of America, the Canadian Theologi-
cal Society, and the Religious Studies Association 
of Alberta. 

Shared by Wilma Vanderzwaag 

 
In Memoriam  

 

We remember the recently  

departed faithful of our parish: 
 

Cindy Cwiertniewski 

Lucy Cwiertniewski 

Let Us Pray: 
  

In your hands, O Lord, we humbly entrust our sisters.  

In this life You embraced them with Your tender love;  

welcome them into paradise, where there will be no  

sorrow, no weeping or pain, but the fullness of peace and joy 

with your Son and the Holy Spirit forever and ever.   Amen.  
6 

https://ronrolheiser.com/touching-our-loved-ones-inside-the-body-of-christ/
https://ronrolheiser.com/touching-our-loved-ones-inside-the-body-of-christ/


Items lovingly made 

by members of the 

Prayer Shawl and 

Turban Ministries 

submitted by Connie Tracey 

Meet Luce’s friend, 

FE  

a.k.a. the Faithful  

Pilgrim 
7 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY  

Please join us at 1:30, on the third 
Monday of each month (notice 
will be in the bulletin) in the hall. 
We knit, crochet and loom prayer 
shawls, hats and scarves (mostly 

for Out of the Cold), baby blankets, and lapghans.  
We have lots of yarn to choose from!   

A pleasant afternoon of stitching and conversation – 
beginning with a prayer!! 

WHO MIGHT LIKE A PRAYER SHAWL? 

If you know anyone who is ill, is experiencing grief, 
or has stress from events like exams, planning a 
wedding, expecting a baby, dealing with family     
issues – a prayer shawl might help!  Even joyful   
moments can be stressful!!  Giving one of our   
beautiful, hand stitched, blessed shawls might just 
be the comfort needed.  Fill in a card from the box at 
the back of the church, or speak to one of our Prayer 
Shawl ladies (most CWL members will point you in 
the right direction) and we will help you find some-
thing wonderful!   

We even have some suitable for men!  

TURBAN STITCHERS 

Since the inception of the turban 
stitchers ministry, in approximately 
1998, 4928 head coverings have 

been donated to patients in the oncology department 
of the St Catharines hospital. 

Our material is cut and machine sewed at home then 
brought to the church to finish hand sewing as a 
group, where we include prayers for all cancer      
patients. It is a lot of fun to gather together and put 
our hands to use. 

To join or donate material please call Marg Martin at 
289-214-6679 

submitted by Marg Martin 

Workshops and Retreats  

at Mount Carmel     
7020 Stanley Avenue, Niagara Falls, ON, Canada 

Call 905-356-4113 to register  or email   
reservations@carmelniagara.com  

I AM……. THE JOY OF KNOWING YOURSELF 

Date: Sat. FEB 8      9:30am-3:30pm      

Cost: $70              Led by: Anna Racine 

In this Workshop we will explore the process   
involved in starting the journey of self discovery. 
Find ways to honour your true self and discover 
the gift of knowing yourself.  

WALKING the SACRED PATH RETREAT-  
FINDING YOUR GOD-GIVEN PURPOSE IN 

LIFE 

Date: Feb 21-23    Cost: $350                         

Led by: Anna Racine 

This weekend will provide an opportunity to find 
tools to discern your God-given purpose and 
learn how to align yourself with your soul’s   
deepest calling. Find ways to become more     
intentional in how you live out this purpose. 

https://carmelniagara.com/so/edPGxRPfb/c?w=5CELgvBhYb1hI_Ocw3b9frWcz8H5eO-7FCIR5xYnXwQ.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9tYXBzLmdvb2dsZS5jb20vP3E9NzAyMCtTdGFubGV5K0F2ZW51ZSUyQytOaWFnYXJhK0ZhbGxzJTJDK09OJTJDK0NhbmFkYSIsInIiOiJiNWUyYzVkZS1iNzJiLTQ5MWItOTY0My01ZGQ2MWNhOWIwNDki
https://carmelniagara.com/so/edPGxRPfb/c?w=96Bsay9J0fIvFdZpV-lxAvZVl8w_scGs2NEulgf7Fw8.eyJ1IjoibWFpbHRvOnJlc2VydmF0aW9uc0BjYXJtZWxuaWFnYXJhLmNvbT9zdWJqZWN0PVdhbGtpbmclMjB0aGUlMjBzYWNyZWQlMjBwYXRoJTIwRmViJTIwMjEtMjMiLCJyIjoiOTlmMGMwYjYtMTJjNy00NDM3LWE5ZGEtNzEy


“I’m just an usher”  

This article was published in our church bulletin many years ago—date unknown, but still applies to-
day.  

Harry never even vaguely considered himself a minister in his church. “Come on,” he would say. 
“The people who give out the Eucharist, the ones who are lectors, maybe they are ministers, but 
me….I’m just an usher.”  

A young priest in Harry’s parish had given a talk on the “ministry” of greeter and usher, but Harry 
wasn’t buying that “malarkey”. He said he was just trying to “give the pastor a hand” by taking up the 
collection, and saying hello to parishioners when they came into church.  

Harry believed that, until one cold March night he came home from work and his wife told him the 
pastor had called. Harry returned the call and the pastor told him that a letter had been received at 
the rectory. The letter was simply addressed to “Harry the usher”.  

The priest said that, since he was the only usher called Harry, would he please pick up his letter. 
Harry, intrigued by the request, complied and on the way home ripped open the envelope and in the 
dim light of the car read the following:  

Submitted by Wilma Vanderzwaag  

Dear Harry,  

I don’t know your last name, but I guess that’s fair; you don’t know mine either. I’m 
Gert, Gert from the 9:00 am Mass. I am writing you for a couple of reasons, and I 
hope you will understand.  

One of the reasons is to ask a favour. I am not particularly close to any of the priests 
in the parish but somehow, I feel close to you. I don’t even know how you got to know 
my first name, but every Sunday morning when I walked into Mass you smiled and 
greeted me and called me by my name. We would exchange a few words that were 
perhaps meaningless to most like how bad the weather was; how much you liked my 
Easter hat and how late I was on a particular Sunday.  

I don’t have any close family left, Harry. My husband has been dead for 16 years and 
the kids are scattered. Not too many people smile and greet an old lady like me, but 
you did.  

Harry, in the little time left to me, I just wanted to say thank you. Thank you for your 
thoughtfulness; for remembering my name is Gert; for the smiles and the little    
laughter; the consideration and the conversation.  

Now the favour — I am dying, Harry. My time is running out. It is not important that 
you come to my wake, but what is important to me is that when they bring me to 
church for Mass for the last time, you will be standing at the front entrance. It wouldn’t 
seem right if you weren’t there to say, “Hello Gert. Good to see you.”  

If you are there, Harry, I will feel assured that your warm hospitality in my home parish 
will de duplicated by Peter, Jesus, and Mary in my new parish, my new home. I hope 
they will say as you always did, “Hello, Gert. It’s good to see you.”  

With love and gratitude,  

Gert  

The lady who wrote that letter recently was buried from her parish. Harry did stand at the entrance. 
He smiled and said the words Gert wanted to hear as he gently touched the coffin.  

He found out it wasn’t malarkey. Harry had become a minister.  

How about you? Consider being part of this important ministry. 8 



 
“As each has received a gift, employ it for one another, as good  

stewards of God’s varied grace.”           1 Peter 4:10 

 
Why not use your gifts to help with the ministries at our Masses?  We are in great 
need of more volunteers, especially for those listed below!  Where might you be able 
to help?  Don’t worry, we will happily teach you what you need to know!!   
WE ARE VERY MUCH IN NEED OF HOSPITALITY MINISTERS – ESPECIALLY FOR THE  
SUNDAY MORNING MASSES!!!! 

 
 

HOSPITALITY – 3 people at each Mass to greet parishioners as they enter, take up the collection, 
bring  up the gifts at the Offertory, and hand out bulletins as the parishioners leave after Mass. 

 
 
LECTOR – reading the welcome and announcements from the ambo before Mass begins, reading the 
first and second readings, and, unless a Deacon is present, leading the petitions 

 
 
ALTAR SERVER – helping the Celebrant on the altar throughout the Mass.  Children over 7 welcome!!   

 
 
FUNERAL SERVER – assisting the Priest with all aspects of the funeral liturgy.  

 
 
COMMUNION TO THE HOMEBOUND  – delivering Communion to those who are ill, or are unable to 
leave their home. A police check is necessary (expense covered by the parish). 

 
 
COUNTERS – meeting at the Church office during business hours to count the offering brought in  
during the previous weekend Masses.  Police check is required.  

 
 

 NAME:  ______________________________________ 
 
 TELEPHONE: ______________________________________   
   
 E-MAIL  ______________________________________ 
 

PLEASE FILL IN THIS FORM, AND DROP OFF OR EMAIL TO THE CHURCH OFFICE, OR 
PUT IT IN THE COLLECTION BASKET AT MASS.  (please print clearly) 

 

DON’T JUST COME TO CHURCH……BE THE CHURCH! 


