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“Show us your steadfast love, O Lord,  

and grant us your salvation.” 

(Psalm 85.7) 

 

CALENDAR for the week  

December 1st to December 7th  

Monday, 1st       Ferial 

  Office Closed         No Mass 

 

Tuesday, 2nd      Ferial 

                No Mass  

  (Clergy attending Advent Day of Recollection) 

 

Wednesday,3rd   St. Francis Xavier – Memorial  

     9:00 a.m.        St. Aubin          (B Aubin) 

     +Renata Miketic            (A&T Miketic) 

      9:30-10:30 a.m.    Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

 

Thursday, 4th    Ferial 

     9:00 a.m.   Holy Souls               (N Vendittelli) 

    +Joseph Vendittelli  (N Vendittelli) 

    Sp. Int. of Nicki Vendittelli (N Vendittelli) 

     6:45-8:15 p.m.       Choir Practice, Church 

 

Friday, 5th          Ferial 

     9:00 a.m.       +Luigino Minicucci              (M Minicucci) 

     9:30-10:30 a.m.    Adoration & Benediction of the  

   Blessed Sacrament 

 

  Saturday, 6th        

     3:30-4:30 p.m.  Confession 

     5:00 p.m.       +Joelle Toal               (CWL) 

       +Joseph and Joann Simioni      (L Bonomi) 

       Sp. Int. of Nicki Vendittelli   (M Paroyan) 
 

Sunday, 7th        2nd Sunday of Advent 
   9:00 a.m.            Liv & Dec Members of the Vendittelli & 

      DiFabio Families        (L&C Vendittelli)                     

  11:00 a.m.          +David Cole                       (B Hendricks) 

          Sp. Int. of Celia Morawek   

          (Morawek Family) 
 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

Dear Friends:  We have once again made it to another 

Ecclesial year as we enter the Holy Season of Advent. Let me 

take a few minutes to discuss the meaning of this. 

    Advent comes from the Latin word “Adventus” meaning 

“coming”.  The Catechism stresses the meaning of this 

“coming” as having twofold significance.  We read in no. 524 

of the Catechism, “When the Church celebrates the liturgy of 

Advent each year, she makes present the ancient expectancy of 

the Messiah, for by sharing the long preparation for the 

Saviour’s first coming, the faithful renew their ardent desire for 

His second coming.” Therefore, on the one hand, the faithful 

reflect back and are encouraged to celebrate the anniversary of 

the Lord’s first coming into our world.  We ponder again the 

great mystery of the Incarnation when our Lord humbled 

Himself, taking on our humanity and entered our time and space 

to free us from sin.  On the other hand, we recall in the Creed 

that our Lord will come again to judge the living and the dead 

and that we must be ready to meet Him. 

    A good pious way to help us in our Advent preparation has 

been the use of the Advent wreathe. This was not first a 

Catholic symbol but came from the German Lutheran use of 

this shortly after the Protestant Reformation in the early 16th 

century. The wreathe is a circle, which has no beginning or end. 

So we call to mind, how our lives, here and now, participate in 

the eternity of God’s plan of salvation and how we hope to 

share eternal life in the Kingdom of Heaven. The wreathe, 

ideally, is made of fresh plant material, because Christ came to 

give us new life through His passion, death and resurrection. 

Three candles are purple, symbolizing penance, preparation and 

sacrifice.  The pink candle symbolizes the same, but highlights 

the 3rd Sunday of Advent, ‘Gaudete’ Sunday, when we rejoice 

because our preparation is now halfway over.  The light 

represents Christ, who entered this world to scatter the darkness 

of evil and show us the way of righteousness.  It is important to 

keep this in mind and to bear witness to the Truth since today 

there is such a persistent negation of it.  Let’s ponder the words 

of St. John in His Gospel, where he states, “The light has come 

into the world, but people loved the darkness more than the 

light for their deeds were evil.” Jn 3:19 Let your light shine out 

brightly this Advent and always! 

With you in joyful anticipation of our Newborn Saviour, 

Fr. Richard 
 

ADVENT RETREAT  ALL WOMEN of the parish are 

invited to our CWL “Waiting in Hope”.  Waiting is a sacred 

space. A space that we will explore through song, story and 

personal reflection as we prepare our hearts for Jesus.  

Saturday December 6th 2:30-4:30 in the Parish Hall  

“Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his 

promises to her!” Luke 1:45 

 

CHEZ MARIE REFUGEE CENTER ADVENT 

PROJECT  “Last December, we had the immense privilege of 

receiving your extraordinary donation.  The generosity you 

showed towards the residents of Chez Marie Refugee Centre 

was truly heartwarming. The parents, and especially the 

children, could not believe the kindness they received. As you 

know, these individuals were in a stressful situation and needed 

a ray of joy during the December festivities. Thanks to you, 

many children were able to open gifts and experience the 

happiness they so deserved.  It is precisely this spirit of 

generosity and compassion that makes this beautiful country 

such a special place, and people like you, who dedicate your 

hearts and time to such a noble cause, are a true example. 

From the bottom of our hearts, Sister Judith Carroll, Maria 

Toussaint, Lina Blanco, and all the residents of Chez Marie, we 

want to thank you infinitely for thinking of us and sharing your 

kindness.”  8 NEW FAMILIES to care for this Christmas.  

Details at the doors of the church all items to be placed in the 

baskets by GAUDETE SUNDAY December 14th. 

 

ICEDOG Hockey anyone?? The Niagara IceDogs are 

excited to invite ALL members of SOTS to our 

game on Thursday January 22nd, 2026 as the 

Barrie Colts come to town!  Tickets are $19 please 

see the signup sheet at the back of the church or 

come to the parish office to order!! A fun night to be had…Go 

ICEDOGS! 

 

You are invited to attend Evening Prayer for the Immaculate 

Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, in the Jubilee Year of 

Hope 2025, marking the close of Vatican II – 60 years ago.  It 

will be a time to pause & allow our prayer to be filled with the 

power of what happened at the Second Vatican Council.  

Indeed, the Council has been called “the Advent liturgy of the 

new millennium.”  Sunday December 7 at 4pm-5pm, St. 

Vincent de Paul Church, Niagara on the Lake. 
 

PRAYER ANGELS Our ministry is set up to pray 

for the parish’s intentions. Please send by email or 

phone your concerns or cares and they will be passed on  

to the members of this group who will daily offer up your  

intentions to the Lord. Prayer is powerful. Let us help ease your 

troubles or shower the Lord with praises. Please call or email 

Marg 289-214-6679 mgmartin113@gmail.com 

'He who prays most receives most.' 

St. Alphonsus Maria de Liguori 

 
CWL CORNER 

 (Catholic Women's League)  

Here I am Lord, send me 

(Isaiah 6.8) 

E-transfer payments for CWL may be made to 

cwlstarofthesea@gmail.com.  Please remember to indicate which 

event in the subject line. 

This past week, several of our CWL members attended the 

Advent Retreat hosted by the CWL Diocesan Council at the 

beautiful Mount Carmel Spiritual Centre in Niagara Falls. 

We came together to pray the rosary, and listen to an excellent 

presentation by Fr. Peter Rowe, attended Mass and then enjoyed 

a fabulous lunch. 

These opportunities are available to all our CWL members, in 

the seasons of Advent and Lent.  Membership in the CWL 

league provides such benefits. 

 

Our CWL monthly Mass is December 6th at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Advent is here, Come Lord Jesus! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VISIT myparishapp.com to download our parish 

app.  Download myParish App.  Select our Parish 

after opening.  Scan codes for  

                  iPhone             or              Android       

                                                                        

Dec. 6th / 7th    5 P.M. 9 A.M. 11 A.M. 
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WEEKLY COLLECTION CONTRIBUTIONS: 

 November 23rd, 2025  
 

Parishioner Envelopes        $  3,814.00  
Loose Collection:  CAD        $     288.00 

       USD        $         6.00 

Deo Gratias         $     160.00 

 Total Offertory Collection:               $4,268.00  

 

Our Special Needs         $       590. 00 
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