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“Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; 

to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.” 

(Revelation 1.5-6) 

CALENDAR for the week  

November 3rd to November 9th  

        

Monday, 3rd         Ferial 

  Office Closed  No Mass 
 

Tuesday, 4th        St. Charles Borrome Bishop – Memorial  

     9:00 a.m.     No Mass – Communion Service 
 

Wednesday,5th    Ferial 

   9:00 a.m.           No Mass – Communion Service 

   9:30-10:30 a.m.    Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
   

Thursday, 6th     Ferial 

   9:00 a.m.    No Mass – Communion Service 

6:45-8:15 p.m.       Choir Practice, Church 
     

Friday, 7th         Ferial 

 9:00 a.m.            No Mass – Communion Service 

 9:30-10:30 a.m.    Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

  Saturday, 8th        

   3:30-4:30 p.m.  Confession 

   5:00 p.m.     +Marianna & Pietro DiFranco 

                       (N Vendittelli) 

 

Sunday, 9th       The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica 
   9:00 a.m.          Dec. Members of the Rego & Caro Families 

        (G Rego & M Caro) 

  +Michael Lorenzi (N Lorenzi & Family) 

11:00 a.m.           Holy Souls   (N Vendittelli) 

    +Joseph Vendittelli  (N Vendittelli) 

    +Frances Jeaurond              (CWL) 

Please Note: Father Richard is on Retreat from Nov. 3rd thru 

Nov. 8th, 2025.  Deacon Maurice will be offering Communion 

Service this week. 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

Dear Friends:  We have arrived at the month of November!    

In natural terms, this month brings us face to face with the death 

that we will be experiencing around us as winter comes upon 

us.  We actually use the expression “the dead of winter” in our 

common parlance.  The ecclesial season of Advent also reminds 

us that we are to take stock of our lives and “prepare the way of 

the Lord”.  What a blessing it is to have both the natural world 

and the Church reminding us of what we sense deep within –the 

need to prepare, to renew, to anticipate…  Just the mere rapid 

passage of time would tend to suggest that this life is a fleeting 

deal and the choices we make over a lifetime here on Earth will 

have a tremendous impact upon our lives beyond.      

    It is in this context that I would like to discuss our age old 

firm belief in Purgatory.  As you know, each year at this time, 

our parish has a memorial Mass for all who have died over the 

past year, whether the funeral took place here in our church or 

in the funeral home.  We gather to remember our beloved dead 

and to pray for them, offering up the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 

for their repose.  All people can and do remember their beloved 

loved ones, but it is only Catholics or anyone who believes that 

perfection is necessary before going before the All-Holy and 

Perfect God who would sacrifice and pray for those who have 

died.  Now, if you have been gradually swayed by the culture to 

presume that only heaven exists and that pretty well everyone 

who has died is in it, consider again the Church’s teaching and 

the traditional Scripture references.  In 2 Maccabees 12:39-45, 

we learn that Judas Maccabeus “made atonement for the dead, 

that they might be delivered from their sin.”  In St. Paul’s 1st 

Letter to the Corinthians chapter 3, verses 10-15, we are told, 

“the builder (human soul) will be saved, but only as through 

fire.”  Finally, in the Gospel of Matthew, 5: 25-26 we are told 

by our Lord, “Truly I tell you, you will not get out of prison 

until you have paid the last penny.”  All of these passages from 

Sacred Scripture imply that the complete release from temporal 

punishment owing to sin is in another life, if it hasn’t been 

completely remitted in this one.  Through His death and 

resurrection, Christ did truly forgive our sins and remit the 

eternal punishment owing to them, but the earthly effects of our 

words, actions and omissions must still be corrected by us and 

others for us through prayer, good deeds and sacrifices.  This 

teaching of the Church is really a matter of taking conversion 

seriously.  Until everything about us is turned toward Christ, we 

are not capable of entering the presence of the Risen Christ.  

Our prayers can help this process.  Prayers for the dead, which 

go back to a couple of hundred years before Christ, would make 

no sense without something like purgatory; people in heaven do 

not need our prayers and people in hell cannot be helped by 

them. 

    So, in a special way during this month of All Souls, we pray 

with the entire Church, “Blessed are those who have died in the 

Lord; let them rest from their labours, for their good deeds go 

with them.  Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let 

perpetual light shine upon them.”   

May they rest in peace.  Fr. Richard 
 

Annual Deo Gratias Collection:  The Diocese of St. 

Catharines is blessed to have retired priests who dedicated, in 

some cases, almost 65 years of their lives to caring for and 

ministering to others. Even in retirement, many continue to give 

of themselves in countless ways of service for which we are 

most grateful. At age 75, priests in the Diocese of St. Catharines 

begin receiving a monthly benefit and health insurance 

coverage from the Clergy Aid Society. Next weekend, 

November 9 & 10, our parish will take up the annual Deo 

Gratias to show our appreciation for those priests who have 

cared for us and ministered to us throughout the years. Please 

prayerfully reflect on how you can best contribute to the Deo 

Gratias collection this year. You may return your special Deo 

Gratias envelope at Mass next weekend or the next. Thank you 

in advance for your prayerful generosity. 
 

The community group ministry is excited to invite you to the 

Alpha Spirit Retreat on Saturday Nov 15th—this will be a 

day dedicated to deepening our faith, sharing a good meal, 

building community, and growing in the Holy Spirit. Whether 

you're new to Alpha or have been journeying with us for some 

time, this retreat promises to be a day of spiritual renewal and 

fellowship. Please visit the Star of the Sea website for more 

information. Registration is free! Please email joyce@bott.ca to 

register. 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Society Christmas Program 2025 
Our St. Vincent de Paul Society volunteers will be holding the 

annual Christmas food drive to assist needy families in our 

parish.  Our clients will be picking up their Christmas hampers 

from the church in early December.  Parishioners wishing to 

contribute can do so by purchasing gift cards from No Frills or 

Walmart.  Please deposit the gift cards in the SVDP boxes at the 

entrances of the church, the collection baskets or at the parish 

office.  Kindly print your parish number on the envelope or 

include your name and address on the envelope so that we may 

issue you a tax receipt in the new year.  Food donations of non-

perishable items can be dropped at the entrances of the church 

in the SVDP Christmas boxes.  Sweet treats such as cake mixes, 

cookies, candy, etc are especially welcome at this time of year.  

Due to health regulations these items must be non-perishable 

and cannot be homemade.  We are, as always, very grateful to 

our parishioners for your continued support now and throughout 

the year.  With gratitude, Your St. Vincent de Paul Society 
 

Heavenly Hosts Christmas Market 2025... is coming 

quickly! Please continue to bring goods to sell. Consider 

jewelry, china, linens, knick knacks, Christmas items, 

childrens' items, knitted goods, hand crafted items, and 

anything else that will enhance our tables. For bakers, we will 

need beautiful cookies for the Cookie Concourse, and baked 

goods for the bake table on the Friday before the big day! 

Thank you for always supporting our bazaar! Saturday, 

November 29, 2025 from 10am-2pm. 
 

ICEDOG Hockey anyone?? The Niagara IceDogs are 

excited to invite ALL members of SOTS to our 

game on Thursday January 22nd, 2026 as the Barrie 

Colts come to town!  Tickets are $19 please see 

the signup sheet at the back of the church or come to the parish 

office to order!! A fun night to be had…Go ICEDOGS! 
 

PRAYER ANGELS Our ministry is set up to pray 

for the parish’s intentions. Please send by email or 

phone your concerns or cares and they will be passed on  

to the members of this group who will daily offer up your  

intentions to the Lord. Prayer is powerful. Let us help ease your  

troubles or shower the Lord with praises. Please call or email 

Marg 289-214-6679 mgmartin113@gmail.com 

'He who prays most receives most.' 

St. Alphonsus Maria de Liguori 

 

 

CWL CORNER 
 (Catholic Women's League)  

Here I am Lord, send me 

(Isaiah 6.8) 

E-transfer payments for CWL may be made to 

cwlstarofthesea@gmail.com.  Please remember to indicate which 

event in the subject line. 

Thank you to all our parishioners for your support of Sock-

tober 2025!  Our baskets overflowed with wonderful, warm 

socks for those in need! 
 

Our next CWL General Meeting will take place on Tuesday, 

November 4 at 7:00 p.m.  Our meetings include meaningful 

spiritual reflections, business discussions and planning, as well 

as friendly socialization and refreshments!  All ladies of the 

parish are welcome to join us! 
 

Our next CWL Mass will take place on Sunday, November 9 

at 11:00 a.m.  On this same morning the Royal Canadian 

Legion, Branch 350 will be laying a CWL wreath at the Port 

Dalhousie Cenotaph during their Remembrance Day Services. 
 

On Saturday, November 15, at 2:00 p.m., our Diocesan 

CWL will be praying for all the souls of our dearly departed 

CWL Sisters.  This special Mass will be held at St. Michael's 

Church in Fort Erie.  A reception will follow.  Everyone is 

welcome! If you wish to join our carpool, please contact 

jayne.evans98@gmail.com. 
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WEEKLY COLLECTION CONTRIBUTIONS: 

October 26th, 2025  
Parishioner Envelopes        $3,719.00  
Loose Collection:  CAD        $   354.00 

Needs of the Canadian Church       $     10.00 

World Mission Sunday        $     30.00 

All Souls Day         $   555.00 

 Total Offertory Collection:               $4,668.00 

Our Special Needs         $      50.00 
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