Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
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“The word of the Lord endures forever;
that word is the good news announced to you.”
(1 Peter 1.25)

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
OCTOBER 6™ TO OCTOBER 12™

Monday, 6"
Office Closed

Ferial

No Mass

Tuesday, 7t Our Lady of the Rosary — Memorial

9:00 a.m. +Joyce Aubin (B Aubin)
+Joseph Kowalchuk (DMG)

Wednesday,8"  Ferial
9:00 a.m. +Teresa Rego (G Rego)

9:30-10:30 a.m.  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Thursday, 9" Ferial
9:00 a.m. Holy Souls (N Vendittelli)
+Joseph Vendittelli (N Vendittelli)

Friday, 10t Ferial
9:00 a.m. +John Vendittelli (L&C Vendittelli)

9:30-10:30 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday, 11t

3:30-4:30 p.m. Confession

5:00 p.m. +Catharine & Ron Winterbottom
(Serwatiak Family)

Sunday, 12" 28" Sunday in Ordinary Time

9:00 a.m. Sp. Int. of Myria, Elder, Elvin & the Garcia
Family (M Paroyan)
11:00 a.m. +Al Eckstein (M Paroyan)

+John Pavelko (F Coulombe)
From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Friends: We have just celebrated the annual Feast of
St. Therese de Lisieux, which fell on October 1st. Although
Therese lived a mere 24 years, without scholarly works to her
name, her profound faith and acceptance of the cross of ill-
health as well as depression and mental anguish demonstrated a
wisdom which far surpassed her years. Because of this, on

Parish Update: October 5, 2025

October 19, 1997, during the pontificate of Pope St. John Paul
I1, she became the 4" female saint to receive the title, “Doctor
of the Church.” In his homily on the occasion of designating
Therese Doctor of the Church, Pope John Paul |1 stated,
“Thérese of the Child Jesus and the Holy Face is the youngest
of all the "doctors of the Church", but her ardent spiritual
journey shows such maturity, and the insights of faith expressed
in her writings are so vast and profound that they deserve a
place among the great spiritual masters.” For us in the modern
world, where many struggle with mental health owing to such
factors as today’s rapid pace of life, family instability and
economic uncertainty, St. Therese has much to teach us about
resilience based on trust in God. Her own struggle was intense
and lasting and her very resolve to keep living was tested. The
issue of suicide seems to have come to her towards the end of
her life. Her sister, Mother Agnes, said to her a week before she
died, “What a terrible sickness and how much you suffered! ”
She replied, “Yes! What a grace it is to have faith! If I had not
any faith, 1 would have committed suicide without an instant's
hesitation.” (LastConv 22.9.6). About a month earlier she was
in such pain that she spoke of nearly losing her mind (CG
22.8.97). At this time too she said to her sister, Agnes: “Watch
carefully, Mother, when you will have persons a prey to violent
pains; don't leave near them any medicines that are poisonous.
I assure you, it needs only a second when one suffers intensely
to lose one's reason. Then one could easily poison oneself”.
(August 30, Green Notebook). Her sister repeated this on oath
at the process for Thérése's beatification (PA 204). In fact,
another young sister who was helping to nurse her - Sr. Marie of
the Trinity, - also testified the following:

“Three days before she died, | saw her in such pain that | was
heartbroken. When | drew near to her bed, she tried to smile,
and, in a strangled sort of voice, she said: If | didn't have faith,
I could never bear such suffering. | am surprised that there
aren't more suicides among atheists. ” --Text in Procés de
béatification et canonisation. Vol. 1 Proces informative
ordinaire (Rome: Teresianum, 1973).

These texts make clear that suicide was not just a passing
idea, but a consideration that she thought about very seriously.
We have some idea of how grave this thought was when we
look at her physical, psychological and spiritual state at the
time. We can only be grateful to God that the faith witness of
this extraordinary young woman, who did battle with some of
life’s most excruciating trials was given the grace to respond to
them with such courage and determination. Faith is truly a
formidable force. Is it any wonder that this virtue is extolled by
our Lord Himself and made a necessary condition for salvation?

St. Therese of Lisieux, pray for us!! .. Rictard

Canada Needs Our Lady Rosary Rally @ Montebello Park:
Sat Oct 11, 12 noon Please join in praying the Holy Rosary to
beg Our Lady's intercession for our country; specifically for the
return of Canada to God through the means proposed by Our
Lady of Fatima. At Fatima, the Blessed Mother promised that if
we pray the rosary, offer sacrifices, and make reparation to Her
Immaculate Heart, there will be peace. Each year, Canada
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Needs Our Lady holds a public-square rosary crusade with
rallies across the country. These rallies take place on the
Saturday closest to the anniversary of the final apparition of Our
Lady at Fatima and the Miracle of the Sun. Join us at the
pavilion at Montebello Park (64 Ontario Street, St. Catharines).
Plan to arrive a few minutes before noon and finish within the
hour. All ages are welcome!

Round Robin Euchre Night is Friday, October 24, 2025, in
oAy the Parish Hall. This is a "Thank you" to the parish
' § for always supporting CWL activities, and there is

U7¢ nocharge. There are 40 seats available. Sign up at
the back of the church with names and the number in your
party. 50/50, Pizza, snacks and soft drinks provided.

Our Advent Craft Family Workshop is coming up on Saturday,
{Nﬁﬁ NO\_/ember 22, 2025, fror_n 1:00-3:30 PM i_n the
¥ i Parish Hall. To make this afternoon meaningful
ot and enjoyable, we are looking for volunteers to
assist with: Event planning and organization, Craft tables
(guiding children with Advent wreaths, ornaments, and
lanterns), Snack table setup & cleanup, Family welcome &
sign-in, leading a short prayer during the family blessing, Set-up
and take-down of materials. Extras Welcome: Anyone who
would like to provide a snack or treat on the day is most
welcome. Since there may be children with food allergies,
please check first before bringing anything. If you would like
to contribute decorations or supplies for the crafts, please
contact Wayne 289-213-6855 or wayne.riddlel@gmail.com for
a list of what will be used.
To volunteer, please contact Wayne by October 31 so we can
meet and plan together.

Donation Envelopes: Over the next few weeks, the parish
office is getting ready for the 2026 year. Please notify the
office if you are no longer using your donation envelope or if
you have switched to one of our other means of contributing
(E-Transfer / Automatic Fund Transfer), this way we can
assign numbers accordingly. Thank you for your continued
support!

The Heavenly Hosts Christmas Market is coming..

on Sat. Nov 29, 2025. Please start
considering gently used or new donations for
»® the bazaar. General table, items for gift baskets
(new), silent auction (higher end), Christmas decorations,
children's items, jams and preserves. (No books) Items can be
placed on the pew in the hall. Thank you!

RE%FROUVAILLE Retrouvaille: No matter how

A LIFELINE FOR MARRIED COUPLES mUCh you are hurting’ no
marriage is beyond hope. There is a light at the end of the
tunnel, there is RETROUVAILLE! The next Retrouvaille
weekend is October 17-19, 2025 For more information call 905-
664-5212 or email 1013r@helpourmarriage.org Visit our
website at www.retrouvaille.org.

Lost — one cream coloured / black reverse vest. Olsen label.
Please contact Angie at 905-937-0342. Thank you!

PRAYER ANGELS Our ministry is set up to pray

for the parish’s intentions. Please send by email or

phone your concerns or cares and they will be passed on
to the members of this group who will daily offer up your
intentions to the Lord. Prayer is powerful. Let us help ease your
troubles or shower the Lord with praises. Please call or email
Marg 289-214-6679 mgmartin113@gmail.com

‘He who prays most receives most.'
St. Alphonsus Maria de Liguori

i CWL CORNER .
N (Catholic Women's League) N
"t Here I am Lord, send me o
(Isaiah 6.8)

E-transfer payments for CWL may be made to
cwlstarofthesea@gmail.com. Please remember to indicate which
event in the subject line.

Welcome October!! During this month our Catholic Women’s
League is promoting Sock-tober. Please consider bringing in
new pairs of warm, heavy-duty, socks for men, women, and
children. They will be distributed to those in need for the
upcoming winter weather. Baskets are available at each
entrance of the church.

All are welcome to our CWL General meeting on Tuesday,
October 7 at 7:00 p.m. Come and learn about the good works of
the CWL. New members are always welcome!

P ¥

October 11/12 5P.M. 9 AM. 11 A.M.
Ministers of
Holy J Evans Dn. Maurice R Eckstein
Communion
K Shakespeare-
Lector P Waters K Zacharchuk Eckstein
W Riddle
Hospitality A&R Hancok K Gilmoure Bott Family
Ministers D MacNeill MA Uwagba

WEEKLY COLLECTION CONTRIBUTIONS:
®September 28t 2025 &=

Parishioner Envelopes $4,399.00
Loose Collection $ 233.00
Needs of the Church in Canada $ 345.00
Indigenous Healing & Reconciliation $ 25.00
All Souls Day $ 25.00
Total Offertory Collection: $5,027.00
September E-Transfer Contributions $ 590.00
Our Special Needs $ 185.00
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