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“We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you, 

because by your Cross you have redeemed the world.” 

CALENDAR for the week  

September 15th to September 21st       

Monday, 15th      Our Lady of Sorrows – Memorial  

  Office Closed  No Mass 
 

Tuesday, 16th     St. Cornelius, Pope, & St. Cyprian, Bishop – Memorial  

     9:00 a.m.    +Ruth Lillian Gillis   (Dn M&F Prindiville) 

 
                

Wednesday,17thFerial 

   9:00 a.m.          +Hunter’s Father 

   9:30-10:30 a.m.    Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

 

Thursday, 18th  Ferial   

   9:00 a.m.   +Joseph Bonomi       (L Bonomi) 

    +Mary Jane Baker     (The Pyper Family) 

 

Friday, 19th      Ferial 

 9:00 a.m.          +Derrie Doyle                       (J Bayza) 

 9:30-10:30 a.m.    Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

 

   Saturday, 20th        

   3:30-4:30 p.m. Confession 

   5:00 p.m.    +Carol Paroyan      (N Vendittelli) 

    +Beverley Santarelli       (G Mullen) 

    +Corey Reynolds        (G Darte & Staff) 
 

Sunday, 21st    25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
   9:00 a.m.         Sp. Int. of Taline & Michael & the Liv. &  

   Dec. Members of the Paroyan & Prokopich  

   Families     (M Paroyan) 

11:00 a.m.         +Betty Ann Yuhasz         (Beamer Family) 

   +Laureson (Lauri) Savage  (D&I Savage) 
 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

Dear Friends:  On September 30th, our nation will pause to 

honour the lives and experiences of our Indigenous brothers and 

sisters as they take the opportunity to share about how they have 

been affected by government sponsored residential schools as 

well as the good, bad and indifferent of the developing 

Canadian landscape.   This initiative was introduced by the 

Truth and Reconciliation Commission which took place 

launched on June 1, 2008.   This annual day of reflection and 

sharing marks a vital step forward towards understanding and 

healing for both Indigenous and non-Indigenous alike.      

   The discovery of the suspected unmarked graves of 215 

children at the Kamloops Residential School in May of 2021, 

indicated by ground-penetrating radar, sparked national and 

international outrage concerning the treatment of the nation’s 

historical Indigenous peoples.   In an effort to assimilate 

Indigenous children into Euro-Canadian culture, the McDonald 

Government approached those Christian churches which had 

experience in running schools, to fulfill this new mandate.   Of 

these, the Roman Catholic Church, which had been involved in 

education ever since the arrival of the first settlers, was to 

assume the lion’s share of this task.  The general public, 

including Catholics, becoming aware of what appeared to be a 

mass genocide, were understandably incensed.  The result was a 

growing suspicion of the Church, renunciation of parish 

memberships and in some cases, requests to have one’s Baptism 

removed.   Many did not wait around to question how the 

Church could have been a party to such degrading treatment of 

human beings, instead opting to sever all ties with the faith 

community.   It was indeed, one of the darkest times in 

Canadian history.      

   The struggles which many former students faced in residential 

schools is not a matter up for question.  As Catholics, we are 

never comfortable with human suffering and we rightly 

denounce mistreatment and injustice which may be inflicted by 

members of the Church.   To do otherwise is to become 

complicit with evil.   In the long history of the Church, it has 

never served us to turn a blind eye to wrongs but to learn, grow 

and where possible, make restitution for any harm caused.   A 

love of truth has also served the Church well and it is in the 

very pursuit of this that I write this article.   I have recently 

become acquainted with testimony from a doctor who was made 

Medical Inspector to Canada’s Department of Interior and 

Indian Affairs in 1904.   In his report, Dr. Peter Bryce found 

that residential schools were in a “defective sanitary condition” 

including insufficient ventilation during a period of infectious 

diseases such as Tuberculosis.   He said it was, “almost as if the 

prime conditions of the outbreak of epidemics had been 

deliberately created.”  The government refused to publish Dr. 

Bryce’s findings and did not act on them.  The schools were not 

only seriously underfunded, children who were already 

contagious were admitted into the unhealthy residential 

environment.   Further, the recommendations given by Dr. 

Bryce for larger school facilities in closer proximity to their 

families, with nurses trained to deal with TB all went unheeded.     

This was clearly a recipe for mass deaths.   When children did 

die, it was left to the churches to provide a funeral, burial and 

marking of the grave with a wooden cross.   This chapter of 

history, however unsettling, is nevertheless a part of Canada’s 

story, deserving of our study, reflection, and efforts to further 

reconciliation and healing.     In Christ the Healer, Fr. Richard 
 

A Mass of Penance and Healing will be celebrated on 

Monday, September 15, 2025, at 7:00pm, at the Cathedral of St. 

Catherine of Alexandria. As we gather for this Mass as a 

diocesan family, we have an opportunity to rise out of the 

darkness and to focus on Christ who is the Light of the world. 

He will show us the way forward as we celebrate the Feast of 

Our Lady of Sorrows. Please plan to attend as we gather to beg 

for God’s mercy and healing, and to pray for those harmed by 

the sinful actions and abuse committed by some of the priests, 

religious and laity of our diocese who have represented God  

and our diocese over the years. We will also pray to be 

strengthened in our resolve to be holy and faithful servants of 

Our Lord and the people of God. 
 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY –.  Welcome back all 

knitters and crocheters.  Our next meeting will be 

Monday, September 15th at 1pm.  See you there! 

Karen L  

 

Needs of the Church in Canada—September 28, 2025 

The annual collection for the Needs of the Canadian Church 

will take place the weekend of September 27-28, 2025. It is an 

important opportunity for our faithful to express solidarity with 

their diocese and to support the work and mission of the 

Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB). The funds  

raised will contribute to support various areas such as social 

justice, ecumenism, interfaith dialogue, youth engagement, 

family and life, responsible ministry, evangelization and 

catechesis. 

 

Adult Faith Formation:  Unpacking the Nicene 

Creed.  Presented by the Sisters of Our Lady 

Immaculate, the course will be on Thursdays from 

September 18 – October 30.  There is no charge.  

Simply sign up at the church entrances, or call the Parish Office 

to register. 

 

Alpha Course (online & in-person):  Join our 

kickoff dinner at Star of the Sea!  34 Elgin Street, St. 

Catharines.  Wednesday, September 24th,  

6:30 – 8:30 p.m. (dinner starts at 6:30pm)  Registration is 

free!  Seat limit: 24  Register here:  https://bit.ly/4d4g2gE  

 

Retrouvaille: No matter how 

much you are hurting, no 

marriage is beyond hope. There is a light at the end of the 

tunnel, there is RETROUVAILLE! The next Retrouvaille 

weekend is October 17-19, 2025 For more information call 

905-664-5212 or email 1013r@helpourmarriage.org  Visit our 

website at www.retrouvaille.org. 
 

The Diocesan Separated and Divorced Healing 

Ministry Support Group meets every second and fourth 

Monday of the month (except holidays) from 7:00pm to 9:00pm 

at Mount Carmel Spiritual Centre (7020 Stanley Avenue, 

Niagara Falls ON) and virtually via Zoom. To participate via 

Zoom, pre-registration is required. For more information, and to 

participate virtually, please call 905-356-4113 or 905-684-0154, 

or email separatedanddivorced@saintcd.com. A program 

schedule for September to December 2025 is available on the  

diocesan website at: http://saintcd.com/marriage/marriage-

help/separated-divorced-healing-ministryb  

PRAYER ANGELS  Our ministry is set up to pray 

for the parish’s intentions. Please send by email or 

phone your concerns or cares and they will be passed 

on to the members of this group who will daily offer up your 

intentions to the Lord. Prayer is powerful. Let us help ease your 

troubles or shower the Lord with praises. Please call or email 

Marg 289-214-6679 mgmartin113@gmail.com 

'He who prays most receives most.' 

St. Alphonsus Maria de Liguori 

 
CWL CORNER 

 (Catholic Women's League)  

Here I am Lord, send me 

(Isaiah 6.8) 

E-transfer payments for CWL may be made to 

cwlstarofthesea@gmail.com.  Please remember to indicate which  

event in the subject line. 

Thank you for supporting our CWL Giant Basket 

Raffle!  Tickets will continue to be sold before and after each 

Mass until Sunday, September 21st. Tickets are 1/$5 and 3/$10- 

cash only.  The tickets will be drawn at our Sundae Sunday, 

after the 11:00 Mass.  Please plan on joining us for some 

delicious ice cream cups and lemonade.  Everyone is welcome 

to bring a lawn chair and enjoy a time of fellowship.  This is a 

free event sponsored by our Catholic Women’s League. 
 

National Truth and Reconciliation Day Orange Shirt Day 

to honour the children, who died in Residential Schools, Tuesday 

Sept 30th, 9:00 a.m. Mass. Lesson and Circle table discussion in 

the church hall following Mass.  2 Corinthians 5:18 – “God 

reconciled us to himself through Christ, and gave us the ministry 

of reconciliation.” 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sept. 20/21  5 P.M. 9 A.M. 11 A.M. 

Ministers of Holy 

Communion 

 

J Evans 

 

K Gilmore 

 

Lector R Jesik M or K Wong G LaRoche 

 

Hospitality 

Ministers 

D MacNeill 

P Waters  

C Tracey 

 

Zacharchuk 

Family 

H Green 

M Mouradikian 

A Adam 

WEEKLY COLLECTION CONTRIBUTIONS: 

September 7th, 2025  
 

Parishioner Envelopes        $4,269.00  
Loose Collection        $   466.00 

Canadian Missions        $     10.00 

Indigenous Reconciliation       $     35.00 

 Total Offertory Collection:               $4,780.00 

Our Special Needs         $    360.00 
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