Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

“Make your face shine upon your servant,

and teach me your statutes.”
(Psalm 119.135)

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
SEPTEMBER 8™ TO SEPTEMBER 14™

Monday, 8" The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Office Closed No Mass
Tuesday, 9" Ferial
9:00 a.m. Holy Souls (N Vendittelli)

+Joseph Vendittelli
+Joanne Bonomi

(N Vendittelli)
(L Bonomi)

Wednesday, 10" Ferial
9:00 a.m. +Catherine Winterbottom
(R Egan & Family)
9:30-10:30 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Thursday, 111" Ferial

9:00 a.m. Liv. & Dec. Members of the Vendittelli
& DiFabio Families (L&C Vendittelli)
Friday, 12" Ferial
9:00 a.m. +Steve Hauck (Dn. M&F Prindiville)

9:30-10:30 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday, 13t
3:30-4:30 p.m. Confession
5:00 p.m. Holy Souls
+Joseph Vendittelli
+Mary Kavanaugh

(N Vendittelli)
(N Vendittelli)
(C&R Tracey)

Sunday, 14" The Exaltation of the Holy Cross

9:00 a.m. +Gemma De Souza (SOTS Chaoir)
+Nora & Norman Atkins
(Lawless Family)
11:00 a.m. CWL Diocesan Mass

+Catharine & Ron Winterbottom
(Serwatiak Family)

Parish Update: September 7, 2025

From the Pastor’s Desk

Dear Friends: | would like to weigh in on a certain liturgical
point which | believe really requires some clarification to help
us to demonstrate its true meaning. | am speaking here about
the Greeting of Peace which takes place just prior to the Lamb
of God in the Order of Mass. The reason | am broaching this
subject is that during and after the time of the Coronavirus
pandemic, when physical contact with one another had become
anathema, the Sign of Peace had normally been omitted. As
things began to open back up, the ritual was restored but the
response of the faithful often took the form of a “peace” sign,
popularized in the 1960’s. This quickly morphed into a general
“whole building” greeting which, while conveying a message of
goodwill, does not adequately express the Church’s intention.
While the directive in the Missal states that “all make a sign of
peace according to local custom,” it has been left to
Conferences of Bishops to determine what form this will take.
In the General Instruction on the Roman Missal, No. 82, we
read, “As for the sign of peace to be given... it is appropriate
that each person offer the sign of peace only to those who are
nearest and in a sober manner.” In giving this qualifier, the
meaning of the gesture becomes clearer — that of a heartfelt and
intimate wish extended to fellow parishioners within one’s
immediate proximity.

Now, in calling our attention to a practice which has crept in
over time, | am doing so with an awareness that this is probably
occurring throughout the diocese and perhaps beyond. For this
reason, Bishop Bergie, during the annual priests’ retreat, invited
the clergy to offer a simple bow to one another at the time of the
greeting. He repeated this at each Mass during our retreat.

Since the time of CoVid, most of us have become more
sensitive to the comfort level of others as concerns physical
touch. This is a good thing I believe. In asking that you
concentrate on greeting those nearest you in a manner which
conveys care and sincerity, | am not advocating a return to a
handshake, unless it is mutually agreed upon. Rather, simple
eye contact while making a slight bow ought to convey the
message which the Church desires to convey in this gesture.
Any who know me well, readily agree that | am not one who
tries to force people into liturgical conformity. | simply do not
want what could be a moment of connection with those who are
closest to devolve into something less. Nor am | expecting the
current practice to immediately halt. | just ask that, eventually,
we get back to a concentration on the meaning of peace in our
lives and how charitable it is to transmit this personal wish on
those who are right beside us.

Peace be with you! 7. Rictard

Adult Faith Formation: Unpacking the Nicene
Creed. Presented by the Sisters of Our Lady
Immaculate, the course will be on Thursdays from
September 18 — October 30. There is no charge.

Simply sign up at the church entrances, or call the
Parish Office to register.
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K Alpha Course (online & in-person): Join our
kickoff dinner at Star of the Sea! 34 Elgin Street,

St. Catharines. Wednesday, September 24,

6:30 — 8:30 p.m. (dinner starts at 6:30pm)

Registration is free! Seat limit: 24

Register here: https://bit.ly/4d4g2gE

Please join us in celebrating, in a special way, two Marian
feast days this month. We will gather at the cathedral to pray the
Rosary Chaplet of the Seven Joys of Mary on her birthday,
Monday, September 8, at 7pm. Then, two weeks later, on
Monday, September 22, at 7pm, we will pray the Chaplet of the
Seven Sorrows of Mary. Leading the prayers will be members
of our parish's Knights of Columbus & the ARISE Prayer &
Fasting Community of Faith. All are welcome!

Remember that on Monday, September 15, at 7pm, at the
cathedral, the bishop will celebrate the annual ""Healing &
Penitential Mass" (with confessions beforehand, at 6:30 pm)

LIFE CHAIN 30" ANNIVERSARY: Sunday, October 5,
2:30-3:30 pm, Lake & Carlton Strs.,St. Catharines. A silent,
prayerful witness to the sanctity of human life from conception
to natural death. Please join us rain or shine. For more
information please call Rob & Jackie 905-646-4926.

¥ Retreat Centre in Wainfleet, Ontario. Please arrive

€l€ - Friday evening by 6:30 pm to settle in, so that we
can start promptly at 7:00 pm. The program completes on
Sunday around 2:30 pm. Couples are expected to be free of
other commitments and remain at the Jericho Retreat Centre for
the entire weekend. Register by completing the form:
https://www.ceeniagara.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/CEE-
Niagara-Registration-Form-2025.pdf In-Person Weekends at
the Jericho Retreat Centre We are happy to announce that in-
person retreats are now available. Oct. 17"-19", 2025. Cost

$500.00 Includes 2 nights” accommodation and five meals
(Saturday breakfast, lunch, supper; Sunday breakfast, lunch).

Catholic Engaged Encounter Weekends in
the Diocese of St. Catharines will be at the Jericho

PRAYER ANGELS Our ministry is set up to

pray for the parish’s intentions. Please send by email

or phone your concerns or cares and they will be

passed on to the members of this group who will
daily offer up your intentions to the Lord. Prayer is powerful.
Let us help ease your troubles or shower the Lord with praises.
Please call or email Marg 289-214-6679
mgmartin113@gmail.com

‘He who prays most receives most.'
St. Alphonsus Maria de Liguori

CWL CORNER
(Catholic Women's League)
Here | am Lord, send me
(Isaiah 6.8)
E-transfer payments for CWL may be made to
cwistarofthesea@gmail.com. Please remember to indicate which
event in the subject line.
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Thank you for supporting our Giant Basket Raffle! Tickets
will continue to be sold until Sunday, September 21%. They are
1 for $5 or 3 for $10. On that day, after the 11:00 a.m. Mass,
we invite all parishioners to join us for some delicious ice cream
treats and refreshing lemonade. Sundae Sunday is a free event
sponsored by our Catholic Women’s League. Bring your lawn
chairs and enjoy a time of fellowship on the lawn of the church.
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September 13/14 5P.M. 9 AM. 11 AM.
Ministers of Holy
Communion D MacNeill R Eckstein
Lector L Urquhart P Harber M Parker
W Riddle,
Hospitality A&R Hancock, C DelLuca Bott Family
Ministers M Ford MA Uwagba

WEEKLY COLLECTION CONTRIBUTIONS:
&= August 31, 2025 &

Parishioner Envelopes $3,607.00
Loose Collection $ 316.00
Sisters Mission Appeal $ 50.00
Total Offertory Collection: $3,973.00
August E-Transfer Contributions $1,820.00
Our Special Needs $ 235.00
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VISIT myparishapp.com to download our parish
app. Download myParish App. Select our Parish
after opening. Scan codes for

iPhone or Android
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