Latare Sund'ay — 4" Sunday of Lent

Parish Upc[ate March 301, 2025
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“I w111 get up and go to my father and say to him:
Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you.
(Luke 15.8)

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
MARCH 315T TO APRIL 6™

Monday, 31
Office Closed
11:00 a.m.

Tuesday, 1%
9:00 a.m.

Ferial
No Mass
Funeral of Betty Ann Yuhasz

Ferial

St. Aubin (B Aubin)

Wednesday,2" Ferial

9:00 a.m.

+James Pakiyanayagam
(M Pakiyanayagam)

9:30-10:30 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Thursday, 3"  Ferial
9:00 a.m. +Ed Tierney (P Waters)
6:45-8:15 p.m. Choir Practice, Church

Friday, 4™ Ferial
9:00 a.m. Holy Souls (N Vendittelli)

+Joseph Vendittelli
+Fr. Mel Stevens

(N Vendittelli)
(S Pyper)

9:30-10:30 a.m. Adoration & Benediction of the

6:30 p.m.

Saturday,5™

10:00-2:00 p.m.
3:30-4:30 p.m.

5:00 p.m.

Sunday, 6%
9:00 am.
11:00 a.m.

Blessed Sacrament
Stations of the Cross

Confession

Confession

+Micheal & Helen Prokopich and the Liv.
& Dec. members of the Paroyan,
Prokopich, Artinian & DiMaurizio
Families (M Paroyan)

5t Sunday of Lent
+Diamondo Mannella  (C&L Vendittelli)
Sp. Int. of Alison & Susan Morawek

(C&J Morawek)

From the Pastor’s Desk

Dear Friends: In this fourth week of the Lenten season, we
celebrate Laetare Sunday. The word lactare means “rejoice!”
and falls roughly in the middle of the season of Lent (the exact
middle being Thursday of the 3" week). On this day, we are
treated to rose-coloured vestments, flowers and festive music as
a bit of a respite from our Lenten observances. We are
reminded of the many legitimate joys that this life offers and we
pause to give thanks and allow ourselves the pleasure of
experiencing some “restrained rejoicing.” The unrestrained
rejoicing and lasting celebration will take place at Easter. This
Sunday is a day when we should seek to counter the many
fallacies which abound concerning our beautiful Catholic faith.
There are many in our world today, even those claiming
Catholicism as their religion, who think of the Church in terms
of restrictions, suffering and overall distaste for personal
happiness. Some think that our motto as Catholics should be,
“We’re not happy until you’re not happy.” This is so opposed
to the truth of the matter, which is aptly expressed by Hilaire
Belloc when he writes, “Wherever the Catholic sun doth shine,
there’s always laughter and good red wine. At least I've always
found it so, Benedicamus Domino!” So, the Catholic outlook
isn’t one that seeks to eliminate joy, but rather to continually
remain vigilant concerning the hidden corruption of sin and to
impel followers of Christ to greater heights of selflessness.
And, with regard to the “restrictions and restraints” that critics
say the Church is all about, there is no entity that is so interested
in the human person’s true freedom. Our divine head, Christ,
has said that “All who sin are slaves to sin.” He died so we
could be free, really free. For that, an ongoing lived faith and
careful, consideration of our culture and its standards, along
with regular inspection of our interior lives, is a must. It costs
something, as always, but, if you have an eye for value, this is at
the top of the list. For our time, God offers His eternity; for our
limited resources, God offers His infinite wealth; for our trust
when human reason suggests otherwise, God promises
everlasting life and endless joy...

Grateful for the opportunity to take this journey with you,

Fr. Richand

2024 Income Tax receipts: 2024 Income Tax receipts
and Income Tax receipts reflecting the first 60 days of
2025 have been mailed out. Any questions please contact the
office.

This Saturday (April 5, 2025) in every parish church
across the diocese, a priest will be available from
10:00am to 2:00pm to hear individual
confessions. There will also be Eucharistic
Adoration during this time. No matter how long
it has been, you are welcome to celebrate the
Sacrament of Penance, which assists us in
spiritual discipline as we turn away from sin and open our
hearts to reconciliation and healing or you can also simply come

Sacrament of

enance

Latare Sunday —

4" Sunday of Lent

Parish Update: March 30t 2025

to pray before the Lord.

Confessions available Mon-Fri 8-9pm at St.
Denis Church, Corner of Lake & Carlton, St.
Catharines and beginning April 22 at St.
Andrew’s Church, East Main St. Welland.

SAVE THE DATE - Annual Ladies’
Afternoon Tea to support Choose Life
Sunday April 27, 2025 at 2:00pm Tickets $10
each on sale starting April 5 after Mass

bulletin. 4" pots in 5 colours to start your Spring
garden! Return order forms with payment

Demanding fairer policies in Tunisia

Resource mismanagement and unfair international conditions
trap Tunisia in debt. Development and Peace —
o Caritas Canada’s partner, the Tunisian

¥4 Economic Observatory (OTE), analyzes the

.4 country’s debt policies, and informs Tunisians
about economic issues, enabling them to
demand fairer and more equitable policies to
promote sustainable development that benefits
everyone. This Lent, discover the work of OTE by reading our
Mini-magazine at devp.org/lent/resources.

Star of the Sea Vacation Bible School
| —June 30 to July 4, 2025 stay tuned for

| registration forms. This year’s theme The
. Great Journey: Walking through the
Church year with Jesus!

40 Days for Life Vigil — Once again this year, our parish will
participate in this annual peaceful witness to life
taking place in front of Niagara Falls General
Hospital. Sign up at the table at the back of the

o Church or online at www.wpcprofile.com (click

@D\\QTORL £ on 40 Days Link) to give an hour on the day

scheduled for Star of the Sea — Friday, April 4th For more

information, contact Angela at angelabraun@Iliva.ca or

telephone her at: 905-931-0363

PRAYER ANGELS Our ministry is set up to pray

for the parish’s intentions. Please send by email or

phone your concerns or cares and they will be passed
on to the members of this group who will daily offer up your
intentions to the Lord. Prayer is powerful. Let us help ease your
troubles or shower the Lord with praises. Please call or email
Marg 289-214-6679 mgmartinl13@gmail.com

‘He who prays most receives most.'
St. Alphonsus Maria de Liguori

g CWL CORNER 2§
- (Catholic Women's League) -
Here | am Lord, send me
(Isaiah 6.8)
E-transfer payments for CWL may be made to
cwistarofthesea@gmail.com. Please remember to indicate which
event in the subject line.

It’s not too late to join the Star of the Sea Catholic Women’s
League for 2025! Membership fees are $40 and may be paid
by e-transfer to cwistarofthesea@gmail.com. We’d love to
have you join our Council! If you’d like to know more, please
contact Jayne Evans at (289) 990-2475.

Next General Meeting will be on Tuesday, April 1t at 7 p.m.

LITURGICAL v’i
MINISTRIES = A >
April5/ 6 5P.M. 9AM 11 AM.
Lector MJ Stacey M or K Wong C Purcer
Hospitality G LaRoche
Ministers J&P Merritt Zacharchuk H Green
P Waters Family A Adam

WEEKLY COLLECTION CONTRIBUTIONS
= March 23" 2025 &

Parishioner Envelopes $3,284.00
Loose Collection $ 388.00
Easter Flowers $ 200.00

Total Offertory Collection: $3,872.00
Our Special Needs $ 20.00

_MAY GOD BL €SS)/OLI

_

VISIT myparishapp.com to download our
parish app. Download myParish App. Select our
Parish after opening. Scan codes for

iPhone or Android
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