
 Second Sunday of Lent                  Second Sunday of Lent 
     Parish Update:  March 16th, 2025                  Parish Update:  March 16th, 2025  

 
 

“From the bright cloud the Father’s voice is heard; 

This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him” 

(Luke 9.35) 

 

CALENDAR for the week 

March 17th to March 23rd    

 

Monday, 17th      Ferial 

  Office Closed  No Mass  

 

Tuesday, 18th      Ferial  

   9:00 a.m.     +Scott Evans                        (MJ&L Stacey)  

        
                   

Wednesday,19th  St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

   9:00 a.m.           St. Joseph                               (N Vendittelli) 

                             +Maria Molinaro                (S&L Molinaro) 

   9:30-10:30 a.m.    Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

 

Thursday, 20th    Ferial 

   9:00 a.m.    +Tony DeFazio                       (G&E Wilson) 

   6:45-8:15 p.m.       Choir Practice, Church 

 
    

Friday, 21st         Ferial 

   9:00 a.m.         +Paul Waters                       (MJ&L Stacey)   
   9:30-10:30 a.m.    Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

   6:30 p.m.              Stations of the Cross 

 

Saturday,22nd    

   3:30-4:30 p.m.  Confession 

   5:00 p.m.     +Frances Loiseau                 (MJ&L Stacey) 

                                                                 

Sunday, 23rd     3rd Sunday of Lent 
   9:00 am.   +Diamondo Mannella       (L&C Vendittelli) 

  11:00 a.m.        +Al Eckstein                   (I Serafini-DeLuigi) 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

Dear Friends:  During this penitential season, as we strive to 

prepare an interior environment which makes it easier to 

recognize our sin, the result is likely to be the recognition of 

weakness and failings that can be brought to the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation for healing.  St. Teresa of Calcutta said, “He 

gave us his love and mercy in action by creating the sacrament 

of Confession. We go to Confession as sinners, as those who 

have sinned. We leave Confession still as sinners, but without 

sin. This is the tenderness and love of God for each of us, to 

make us understand that we are precious to him, that he loves 

us.”  After Confession, we become like a new person.  It is 

essential to empty ourselves of negative things so that God can 

fill us with good things; it is very difficult for goodness to enter 

our hearts if they are occupied by evil.  When speaking about 

Confession, Pope Benedict XVI used a helpful comparison to 

explain what happens within us. Just as a house needs regular 

cleaning, so does our soul.  If we leave a house uncleaned for 

too long, we may become accustomed to the filth; similarly, 

without regularly cleansing our soul, we risk becoming 

accustomed to sin, the “filth” of the soul, leading us to sin more 

frequently.  In the Catechism, we read, “When he celebrates the 

sacrament of Penance, the priest is fulfilling the ministry of the 

Good Shepherd who seeks the lost sheep, of the Good 

Samaritan who binds up wounds, of the Father who awaits the 

prodigal son and welcomes him on his return, and of the just 

and impartial judge whose judgment is both just and merciful. 

The priest is the sign and the instrument of God’s merciful love 

for the sinner”; “The confessor is not the master of God’s 

forgiveness, but its servant”.  (Catechism of the Catholic 

Church, nos. 1465 and 1466) 

    The Virgin Mary instructed Saint Bridget in this way: “Go to 

him who has the faculty of absolution. No matter how leprous 

the doorkeeper is, he can still open the door as well as a healthy 

man, provided he has the keys. It is the same with absolution 

and the sacrament of the altar. No matter who the minister is, 

provided he has a lawful faculty of absolution, he can absolve 

from sins. Therefore, no priest is to be rejected.” 

     Also in the Catechism we read, “Whoever confesses his sins 

is already working with God. God indicts your sins; if you also 

indict them, you are joined with God. Man and sinner are, so to 

speak, two realities: when you hear “man” – this is what God 

has made; when you hear “sinner” – this is what man himself 

has made. Destroy what you have made, so that God may save 

what he has made. When you begin to abhor what you have 

made, it is then that your good works are beginning, since you 

are accusing yourself of your evil works. The beginning of good 

works is the confession of evil works. You do the truth and come 

to the light.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, n. 1458) 

     Come celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation this Lent 

and be amazed, moved and lightened by God’s unfathomable 

mercy!       Fr. Richard 

 

2024 Income Tax receipts:  2024 Income Tax receipts 

were mailed out last week.  Income Tax receipts reflecting 

the first 60 days of 2025 are now available for pickup at the 

back of the church.  Any questions please contact the office. 

 

Diocesan Respect for Life Mass:  Presider 

Most Reverend Gerard Bergie, D.D., Bishop of 

St. Catharines, Cathedral of St. Catherine of 

Alexandria, Tues., March 25, 2025 Rosary for 

Life & Confessions at 6:15pm, Mass at 7 p.m., 

Reception to follow in the parish hall. 

Franciscan Mini-Retreat - Star of the Sea 

parish hall  Sat. March 22, 2:00 - 4:30 - Deacon 

Maurice o.f.s  Prayer and Fasting & Almsgiving as 

Fasting  No cost – No registration, All are 

welcome! 

 

Setting Hearts on Fire with God’s Love.  The Diocese of 

St. Catharines invites Catholics to celebrate the 

Sacrament of Penance Saturday April 5, 2025, 

from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.  In every parish 

across the diocese a priest will be available to 

hear individual Confessions.  No matter how 

long it has been, you are welcome to celebrate 

this wonderful sacrament of reconciliation and healing.  For a 

list of parishes in the diocese go to:  www.saintcd.com  

 

PRAYER SHAWL MEETING DATE CHANGE – the 

next meeting will take place MONDAY, MARCH 

24, at 1:30 in the hall. All knitters, crocheters and 

loomers welcome! 

 

March for Life: Choose Life Niagara invites high school and 

post-secondary students to join us on our annual 

March for Life trip to Ottawa! We plan to depart 

the Vineland Carpool lot at 5:00 am Thursday, 

May 8 and return at 9:30 pm Friday, May 9. Cost 

is $120 and includes the National March, the 

Youth Conference, the Rose Dinner, hotel accommodations, 

and coach bus. For more info and to register, 

visit chooselife.ca/events or email info@chooselife.ca. 

 

Youth Life Reps: Choose Life Niagara invites high school 

and post-secondary students to our Youth Life Reps meeting on 

Friday, April 4 at 6:30. We will be kick-starting 

our series on euthanasia with a pizza night! Join 

us to equip yourselves to defend life and for a 

fun evening with other pro-life youth. For more 

info and to register, visit chooselife.ca/events or 

email info@chooselife.ca .  

 

40 Days for Life Vigil – Once again this year, our parish 

will participate in this annual peaceful witness to 

life taking place in front of Niagara Falls 

General Hospital. Sign up at the table at the 

back of the church or online at 

www.wpcprofile.com (click on 40 Days Link) to 

give an hour on the day scheduled for Star of the Sea – Friday, 

April 4th For more information, contact Angela at 

angelabraun@liva.ca or telephone her at: 905-931-0363 

 
 

PRAYER ANGELS Our ministry is set up to pray 

for the parish’s intentions. Please send by email or 

phone your concerns or cares and they will be passed 

on to the members of this group who will daily offer up your 

intentions to the Lord. Prayer is powerful. Let us help ease your 

troubles or shower the Lord with praises. Please call or email 

Marg 289-214-6679 mgmartin113@gmail.com 

'He who prays most receives most.' 

St. Alphonsus Maria de Liguori 

 

CWL CORNER 
(Catholic Women's League)  

Here I am Lord, send me 

(Isaiah 6.8) 

E-transfer payments for CWL may be made to 

cwlstarofthesea@gmail.com.  Please remember to indicate which  

event in the subject line. 

 

CWL Annual Members’ Meeting: The deadline for 

registering is Monday March 17.  This event takes place on 

Tuesday April 8 from 8:30-5:00 p.m., at St. John’s Ukranian 

Catholic Church.  Lunch is provided.  Please send registration 

information lidia.molinaro2015@gmail.com. Registration fee is 

$40 please e-transfer to cwlstarofthesea@gmail.com and 

indicate CWL AMM in the subject line. 
 

Our next Executive Meeting will be on Tuesday, March 18 at 

7:00 p.m.  In the Church hall.   

 

Star of the Sea Parish Lenten Retreat, being 

held on Saturday March 29th, Mass is at 9:00 a.m. 

and the Retreat will follow from 9:45 – 11:00 in 

the Parish Hall.  All are welcome! 
 

Memebership Fees are due now.  Please E-Transfer $40 to 

cwlstarofthesea@gmail.com, or place your dues in the 

collection basket. 
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WEEKLY COLLECTION CONTRIBUTIONS:  

      March 9th, 2025    

 
Parishioner Envelopes     $4,444.00  
Loose Collection     $   276.00 

 

 Total Offertory Collection:               $4,720.00 

 

Our Special Needs       $   215.00 
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