Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Parish Update: March 24, 2025
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PHILIPPIANS 2:15D, 16A

“Shine like stars in the world,
holding fast to the word of life.”
(Philippians 2.15-16)

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
MARCH 3RP TO MARCH 9TH

Monday, 3"  Ferial
Office Closed No Mass
Tuesday, 4" Ferial
9:00 a.m. St. Aubin (B Aubin)
Holy Souls (N Vendittelli)

+Joseph Vendittelli
Sp. Int. of Bonnie Loiseau
(Daily Mass Coffee Family)

(N Vendittelli)

Wednesday,5" Ash Wednesday

9:00a.m.  +Frances Loiseau (P Waters)
7:00 p.m. Liv. & Dec. Members of Star of the Sea
Thursday, 61 Ferial
9:00 a.m. +Barbara Newman (G&E Wilson)
6:45-8:15 p.m. Choir Practice, Church
Friday, 7t Ferial
9:00 a.m. +Peter Goodhew (G&E Wilson)

Generational Healing for the Paroyan,
Prokopich, Artinian & DiMaurizio Families
(M Paroyan)
9:30-10:30 a.m. Adoration & Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament

6:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross

Saturday,8t™
3:30-4:30 p.m. Confession

5:00 p.m. +Judeam DeMaria-Robinson (B Miculan)
+Michael Mullen (G Mullen)

Sunday, 9" 1% Sunday of Lent
9:00 am. +Teresa Montana (Marrone Family)
11:00a.m.  Holy Souls (N Vendittelli)

+Joseph Vendittelli (N Vendittelli)

From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Friends: Each year, when we enter the holy season of
Lent, we are invited to try to see into ourselves with fresh eyes.
We surely may have noticed some new positive developments
in our lives over the past year, and, with God’s grace, have been
introduced to areas in need of our attention. These areas will

likely come into sharper focus as we engage in the traditional
Lenten disciplines of Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving. Indeed,
the reason we are invited to discipline ourselves, is to become
ever more fully human, more attuned to God’s will, more
deeply conformed to Christ as He is presented in the Gospel.
The major error of our times noted by Pope Pius XII and his
successors, is the lack of a sense of sin.  Rather than noticing
and acknowledging the evil within the human heart and taking
responsibility for this ourselves, the trend has been to pass the
blame onto others for what is undesirable within or to deny that
it exists altogether. In terms of the deepest cravings of the
human heart, we are identical with others in our society. We
desire to be happy, to love and be loved. Our understanding of
what exactly will make us happy, or rather WHO, differs, as
does the means of attaining to this happiness. The world will
often gloss over faults and simply “change the rules” by altering
public opinion about them and establishing a new set of social
norms. The Christian, on the other hand, knows that it is God
who brings peace and joy and that it is He who loves us in our
weakness and broken condition. Therefore, there is never a
need to hide!  Rather, in acknowledging the condition and
meditating on God’s Word, the believer finds more and more
peace and deliverance. Confession is invaluable in this pursuit,
since it enables one to state to another human being, in the very
person of Christ, those thoughts, words, deeds and omissions
which are not of God, to have them forgiven and to enable
healing to start. Confessions are available each Saturday
afternoon between 3:30 and 4:30 p.m.  Each parish in the
diocese has also been offering an extended period on one of the
Saturdays in Lent. Please watch for this to be announced. Of
course, you are able to celebrate the Sacrament of
Reconciliation any time simply by speaking with the priest or
by making an appointment with the office. Take advantage of
this valuable opportunity! Dr. Carl Jung, the respected
psychologist believed that if people could tell the unvarnished
truth about themselves to a non-judgmental confidant or
friend, a great inner healing could take place. As they
sensed the support and love of the other person, they could
accept and love themselves, as they are, warts and all. Couple
that with the supernatural grace which comes from the
Sacrament and you have a powerful tool for inner peace, joy,
the uncovering of the true self and strength against further
temptation and sin.  Believe it! It is ours in Christ Jesus and
His Holy Catholic Church. Blessings to all this Lent!

On the Lenten journey with you, 7=, Richard

Automated Fund Transfer (AFT) is now available for
monthly donations. If this is something you are interested,
please complete form located at each entrance, and return it to
the parish office or in the collection basket. Thank you for your
continued support!

2024 Income Tax receipts: Please pick up your 2024
Income Tax receipts from the main entrance of the church.
The parish office will be issuing another set of Income Tax
receipts in March reflecting the first 60 days of 2025. As CRA
has given an extension to 2024 Donations to include the first 60
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days of 2025 (January 1 — February 28th).
please contact the office.

Any questions

2025 Offertory Envelopes — There are still 2025 Offertory
Envelopes at the main entrance of the church that need
to be picked up. PLEASE recycle your OLD
contribution envelopes as that number might be
allocated to another member. If you would like to start using offertory
envelopes in 2025 please contact the parish office to get a set. Clearly
print your information on the first couple of envelopes used in the new
year. Thank You!

St. Michael Men's Speaker Series: Wed Mar 12,
7:30pm @ Cathedral of St. Catherine Fr Ben Weber will
talk about: Strengthening our devotion to St. Joseph, drawing on
the insights of St. André Bessette + Blessing of salt. (Bring your
own salt to have blessed.) Confessions at 7 pm; talk starts at
7:30 pm; social hour at 8:30 pm. Gentlemen of all ages are
invited to this monthly talk about a spiritual topic designed to
strengthen our faith and fight spiritual battles. Held at a
different church each month in order to bring together men from
across the diocese. Contact Jeff at 905-866-7423

Bishop Bergie has designated the following
churches and spiritual centres as local
Jubilee pilgrimage sites in the Diocese of
St. Catharines:

Cathedral of St. Catherine of Alexandria (3
Lyman Street, St. Catharines) St. Vincent de
Paul Church (73 Picton Street, Niagara-on-the-Lake) — the
oldest church in our diocese) Our Lady of the Rosary

Shrine (4706 Miller Road, Welland) Gethsemane

Ministries (84008 Wellandport Road, Wellandport)

Mount Carmel Spiritual Centre (7020 Stanley Avenue, Niagara

Falls)
! Retreat Centre in Wainfleet, Ontario. Please arrive
€l€ - Friday evening by 6:30 pm to settle in, so that we
can start promptly at 7:00 pm. The program completes on
Sunday around 2:30 pm. Couples are expected to be free of
other commitments and remain at the Jericho Retreat Centre for
the entire weekend. Register by completing the form:
https://www.ceeniagara.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/CEE-
Niagara-Registration-Form-2025.pdf In-Person Weekends
at the Jericho Retreat Centre We are happy to announce that
in-person retreats are now available. March 14™-16%", 2025
and Oct. 171-19t™, 2025. Cost $500.00 Includes 2 nights’
accommodation and five meals (Saturday breakfast, lunch,
supper; Sunday breakfast, lunch).
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Catholic Engaged Encounter Weekends in
the Diocese of St. Catharines will be at the Jericho

Messages of Hope Jubilee Year Speaker Series: The
MESSAGES OF HOPE Speaker Series is a
special Jubilee 2025 initiative designed to
engage those living in the Diocese of
St. Catharines to learn about hope, and

e = together, reflect and explore ways to restore a
climate of hope in this world that yearns for it. Each month, in

venues around the diocese, a speaker has been invited to give a
talk that explores some of the important messages and themes
Pope Francis highlighted in this Jubilee’s Bull of Induction

- SPES NON CONFUNDIT: Hope does no disappoint. Unless
otherwise advertised, the Speaker Series session is free and
typically lasts about 75 minutes with some time to socialize.
Interested parties are asked to register ahead of the event to
assist organizers in planning for the social which follows the
presentation. March 2025: March 18, 2025 - Nick Ali, Hope
in Evangelization Register here
https://forms.office.com/r/8NZxLQTUmT ?origin=lprLink

PRAYER ANGELS Our ministry is set up to

pray for the parish’s intentions. Please send by email

2 your concerns or cares and they will be passed on to
the members of this group who will daily offer up your
intentions to the Lord. Prayer is powerful. Let us help ease your
troubles or shower the Lord with praises. Please call or email
Marg 289-214-6679 mgmartin113@gmail.com

'He who prays most receives most.'
St. Alphonsus Maria de Liguori

CWL CORNER

oy i N
’3“ (Catholic Women's League) ‘&L
= Here | am Lord, send me =
(Isaiah 6.8)
E-transfer payments for CWL may be made to
cwistarofthesea@gmail.com. Please remember to indicate which
event in the subject line.

Our next General Meeting will take place on Tuesday, March
11 at 7:00 p.m. in the hall.

Our next Executive Meeting is Tuesday March 25, 7 p.m.

Parish Lenten Retreat is Saturday March 29th, more
information to come

New members are welcome to join our Council.
Membership dues are $40 and can be e-transferred
to cwistarofthesea@gmail.com

LITURGICAL Ngw.
MINISTRIES =7 >y o=
March 8t / 9th 5P.M. 9AM 11 AM.
A
Lector L Urquhart VanKTralikngen A Piller
G LaRoche
Hospitality A&R Hancock Zacharchuk H Green
Ministers C Tracey Family M Ford

WEEKLY COLLECTION CONTRIBUTIONS:
> Fepruary 23¢ 202582

Parishioner Envelopes $4,919.00
Loose Collection $ 549.00
Total Offertory Collection: $5,368.00
February E-Transfer Contributions $1,240.00
Our Special Needs $ 350.00
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