Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Parish Update: February 237, 2025

A new commandmoent | give to yvou
That vou love one another:
as I have loved yvou,

that you also love one another.

“I give you a new commandment:
Love one another just as I have loved you.”
(John 13.34)

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
FEBRUARY 24™ TO MARCH 2NP

Monday, 24" Ferial
Office Closed No Mass
Tuesday, 25"  Ferial
9:00 a.m. +Mario Galliera (P Waters)
+Bernice Dann (L Dann)

Wednesday, 26" Ferial
9:00 a.m. +Paul Waters (Morning Mass Group)
+Bruno Hildebrandt (MJ Stacey)
9:30-10:30 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Thursday, 27" Ferial
9:00 a.m. Communion Service
6:45-8:15 p.m. Choir Practice, Church
7:00-8:00 p.m.  Adult Faith Formation week 6- Hall

Friday, 28" Ferial
9:00 a.m. Communion Service
9:30-10:30 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday, 1
3:30-4:30 p.m. Confession

5:00 p.m. +Frances Loiseau (B&R Loiseau)
Sunday, 2" 8" Sunday in Ordinary Time

9:00 am. +Jack Priestman (RM Walker)

11:00 a.m. +Lawrence Chiabai (D Papaiz)

Please Note: Father Richard is on away from February 26
(after Mass) to February 28", Deacon Maurice will be offering
Communion Service Thursday & Friday.

From the Pastor’s Desk

Dear Friends: Just as we prepare to embark on another
Lenten journey, many of us will be looking for inspiring
thoughts and words of wisdom to help us to stay the course.

Occasionally, we are introduced to some fresh wisdom from
individuals who may have lived long ago. Below please find
one such message from individuals who lived long ago, Fr.
Jean Baptiste Saint-Jure (1588-1657) & St. Claude de la

Colombiere (1641-1682). May its wisdom enrich your life!
Perseverance in Prayer

“If you want all your prayers to be answered without fail
and oblige God to meet all your wishes, the first thing is never
to stop praying. Those who get tired after praying for a time
are lacking in either humility or confidence, and so do not
deserve to be heard. You would think that they expected their
requests to be obeyed at once as if they were orders. Surely we
know that God resists the proud and shows His favors to the
humble. Won't our pride allow us to ask more than once for the
same thing? It shows very little trust in God's goodness to give
up so soon and take a delay for an absolute refusal.

“Once we have really understood just how far God's
goodness extends we can never believe that we have been
refused or that He wishes to deprive us of hope. Rather, the
more He makes us keep on asking for something we want, the
more confident we should feel that we shall eventually obtain
it. We can begin to doubt that our prayer has been heard only
when we notice we have stopped praying. If after a year we
find that our prayer is as fervent as it was at the beginning,
then we need not doubt about the success of our efforts, and
instead of losing courage after so long a delay, we should
rejoice because we can be certain that our desires will be all the
more fully satisfied for the length of time we have prayed. If
our first attempts had been quite useless we would not have
repeated them so often and we would have lost hope; but as we
have kept on in spite of this, there is good reason to believe we
shall be liberally rewarded.

“In fact it took St. Monica sixteen years to obtain the
conversion of Augustine, but the conversion was entire and far
beyond what she had prayed for. Her desire was that her son's
incontinence might be checked by marriage, and instead she
had the joy of seeing him embrace a life of holy chastity. She
had only wanted him to he baptized and become a Christian,
and she saw him a bishop. She asked God to turn him aside
from heresy, and God made him a pillar of the Church and its
champion against heretics. Think what would have happened
had she given up hope after a couple of years, after ten or
twelve years, when her prayers appeared to obtain no result
and her son grew worse instead of better, adding avarice and
ambition to the wildness of his life and sinking further and
further into error. She would have wronged her son, thrown
away her own happiness, and deprived the world of one of the
greatest Christian thinkers.”

Take courage and persevere, dear Fellow Disciple.
Remember, God is always faithful!

Yours in Christ, Zz. Zichard

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper March 4, 2025

Tickets will be on sale after all Masses until March 2, 2025
Large: $12 Small $8 2 sittings: 5pm and 6pm This is a joint
contribution of the Knights of Columbus and CWL. Be sure to
join in this wonderful fellowship!

Automated Fund Transfer (AFT) is now available for
monthly donations. If this is something you are interested,
please complete form enclosed in last week’s bulletin, and
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return it to the parish office or in the collection basket. Thank
you for your continued support!

2024 Income Tax receipts are available at the back of the
church. Please note that CRA has made a change. It has given
an extension to 2024 Donations to include the first 60 days of
2025 (January 1 — February 28th). The parish office will be
issuing another set of Income Tax receipts in March reflecting
the first 60 days of the year. Any questions please contact the
office.

Bishop Bergie has designated the following
churches and spiritual centres as local
Jubilee pilgrimage sites in the Diocese of
St. Catharines:
Cathedral of St. Catherine of Alexandria (3

' Lyman Street, St. Catharines) St. Vincent de
Paul Church (73 Picton Street, Niagara-on-the-Lake) — the
oldest church in our diocese) Our Lady of the Rosary
Shrine (4706 Miller Road, Welland) Gethsemane
Ministries (84008 Wellandport Road, Wellandport)
Mount Carmel Spiritual Centre (7020 Stanley Avenue, Niagara

Falls)
! Retreat Centre in Wainfleet, Ontario. Please arrive
€l€ - Friday evening by 6:30 pm to settle in, so that we
can start promptly at 7:00 pm.  The program completes on
Sunday around 2:30 pm. Couples are expected to be free of
other commitments and remain at the Jericho Retreat Centre
for the entire weekend. Register by completing the form:
https://www.ceeniagara.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/CEE-
Niagara-Reqistration-Form-2025.pdf
In-Person Weekends at the Jericho Retreat Centre
We are happy to announce that in-person retreats are now
available. March 14™-16%, 2025 and Oct. 17t-19t 2025
Cost $500.00 Includes 2 nights’ accommodation and five
meals (Saturday breakfast, lunch, supper; Sunday breakfast,
lunch).
s Retrouvaille is a marriage
REROUVAILLE program that helps couples
restore their marriage and rebuild a loving relationship.
Retrouvaille helps to improve communication, build stronger
marriages and helps couples to reconnect. The next Hamilton
Retrouvaille weekend is March 7 — 9, 2025. For more info
visit www.retrouvaille.org or email
1013r@helpourmarriage.org.

Catholic Engaged Encounter Weekends in
the Diocese of St. Catharines will be at the Jericho

Messages of Hope Jubilee Year Speaker Series: The

s MESSAGES OF HOPE Speaker Series is a
special Jubilee 2025 initiative designed to
engage those living in the Diocese of

St. Catharines to learn about hope, and

w= together, reflect and explore ways to restore a

climate of hope in this world that yearns for it. Each month, in
venues around the diocese, a speaker has been invited to give a
talk that explores some of the important messages and themes

Pope Francis highlighted in this Jubilee’s Bull of Induction

- SPES NON CONFUNDIT: Hope does not disappoint. Unless
otherwise advertised, the Speaker Series session is free and
typically lasts about 75 minutes with some time to socialize.
Interested parties are asked to register ahead of the event to
assist organizers in planning for the social which follows the
presentation. March 2025: March 18, 2025 - Nick Ali, Hope
in Evangelization Reqister here
https://forms.office.com/r/8NZxLQTUmT ?origin=lprLink

PRAYER ANGELS Our ministry is set up to

pray for the parish’s intentions. Please send by email

2 your concerns or cares and they will be passed on to
the members of this group who will daily offer up your
intentions to the Lord. Prayer is powerful. Let us help ease
your troubles or shower the Lord with praises. Please call or
email Marg 289-214-6679 mgmartin113@gmail.com

‘He who prays most receives most.'
St. Alphonsus Maria de Liguori

oL CWL CORNER 2L
(Catholic Women's League)
X‘-‘— Here | am Lord, send me }b‘-
(Isaiah 6.8)
E-transfer payments for CWL may be made to
cwistarofthesea@gmail.com. Please remember to indicate which

event in the subject line.

Our next CWL Mass will take place on Sunday, March 2 at
9:00 a.m.

New members are welcome to join our
Council. Membership dues are $40 and can be e transferred
to cwistarofthesea@gmail.com
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March 1st / 2nd 5P.M. 9AM 11 AM.
Lector MJ Stacey CWL G LaRoche
Hospitality J&P Merritt Bott
Ministers D MacNeill CWL Family

WEEKLY COLLECTION CONTRIBUTIONS
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February 16" 2025
Parishioner Envelopes $2,099.00
Loose Collection $ 158.00
Total Offertory Collection: $2,257.00
February Monthly AFTs $ 185.00
Our Special Needs $ 20.00
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