Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

G’arzsﬁ ‘Uparate February 16, 2025

“Rejoice and leap for joy; for surely
your reward is great in heaven.”
(Luke 6.23)

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
FEBRUARY 17™ TO FEBRUARY 22NP

Monday, 171" Ferial

Office Closed No Mass
Tuesday, 18"  Ferial
9:00 a.m. +Maria Fratangelo (M Minicucci)
+Keith Kirkham (A Adam)
Wednesday, 19" Ferial
9:00 a.m. +Carlos Garcia (L Selimovic)

Sp. Int. of Noah Gabriel
Landim Silveira (E&D Silveira)
9:30-10:30 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Thursday, 201" Ferial
9:00 a.m. +Pietro & Marianna DiFranco
(N Vendittelli)
Choir Practice, Church
Adult Faith Formation week 5- Hall

6:45-8:15 p.m.
7:00-8:00 p.m.

Friday, 218" Ferial

9:00 a.m. +Teresa Rego (G Rego)
9:30-10:30 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday,22nd
3:30-4:30 p.m. Confession

5:00 p.m. +Gordon Anderson (M Clark)

Sunday, 23@ 7" Sunday in Ordinary Time
9:00 am. +Ann Baker (D Parron)
11:00 a.m. +Al Eckstein (I Serafini-DeLuigi)
+Ross Taylor (A Adam)

From a Deacon’s Heart

MASS READINGS FOR WEEKDAYS IN LENT

The liturgical season of Lent has its origins in the
catechumenate, the initiation process for converts to
Christianity in the early centuries. The readings for Lent
reflect this historical connection with conversion and
preparation for Baptism.

While many people associate Lent with “giving up”

things — that's not really the point. Our goal is growth in
relationship with God. Giving things up can be seen as a
simplifying, a stripping back, to allow a new springtime in
our relationship with God. The hallmarks of the season are
fasting, prayer, and almsgiving, but we also seek out new
ways to grow in our relationship with God.

What if for Lent this year one of those new ways was to
read the daily Mass readings - every weekday of Lent?
The readings for Sundays of Lent are also special, but we
would have read them on Sundays anyway. Praying on the
texts for the weekdays could be an extra Lenten practice
for us this year. If you don't have a printed booklet for the
daily readings, the Canadian Conference of Catholic
Bishops provides a link to them on the resource page of
their website.
https://www.cccb.ca/liturgy-sacraments/resources-in-
english/useful-links/ts

Here's a summary of how the readings for weekdays of
Lent are organized. Unlike the other liturgical seasons of
the year, the lectionary mostly skips around the Bible in
Lent, rather than working its way through a particular set
of books.

Weeks 1,2, 3

All readings in these weeks relate to: fasting, prayer,
almsgiving, sacred time set apart, and our continual need
for repentance. The gospel passages are from Matthew and
Luke, except for Friday of Week 3, which comes from
Mark. We are invited to scrutinize how well we fulfill
Jesus' call to discipleship, and we're reassured that no
matter how far we have strayed, conversion is always
possible, by the grace of the Holy Spirit.

Weeks 4, 5 of Lent

Because the gospel passages are mostly selected from the
other three gospels for the rest of the year, the Gospel of
John is read most days in the last three weeks of Lent.
Weeks 4 and 5 of Lent feature passages from the first 12
chapters of John, in which Jesus clashes with religious
leaders. We sense darkness closing in as Jesus approaches
His "hour" of glory. The first readings and psalm responses
grow noticeably longer.

Week 6 of Lent (Holy Week) Monday to Wednesday

The first readings on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday
are taken from the “Songs of the Suffering Servant” in
Second Isaiah. The gospel passages, from John and
Matthew, detail the events in the days leading up to the
Last Supper.

pax et bonum,
Deacon Maarice 0.1.8.

Thank You to the St. Patrick Shamrock Club for
your ongoing support in making projects in our parish
feasible. The livestream equipment repair is just one of
the many projects funded by the St. Patrick Shamrock
Club. Be sure to tune in on YouTube.
https://www.youtube.com/@staroftheseachurch781

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Parish Update: February 16%, 2025

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper March 4, 2025
Tickets will be on sale after all Masses starting February
15 through March 2, 2025 Large: $12 Small $8 2 sittings:
5pm and 6pm This is a joint contribution of the Knights of
Columbus and CWL. Be sure to join in this wonderful
fellowship!

Automated Fund Transfer (AFT) is now available for
monthly donations. If this is something you are interested,
please complete the enclosed form, and return it to the
parish office or in the collection basket. Thank you for
your continued support!

2024 Income Tax receipts are available at the back of
the church. Please note that CRA has made a change. It
has given an extension to 2024 Donations to include the
first 60 days of 2025 (January 1 — February 28th). The
parish office will be issuing another set of Income Tax
receipts in March reflecting the first 60 days of the year.
Any questions please contact the office.

Bishop Bergie has designated the
following churches and spiritual centres
as local Jubilee pilgrimage sites in the
Diocese of St. Catharines:
Cathedral of St. Catherine of Alexandria (3
: Lyman Street, St. Catharines) St. Vincent
de Paul Church (73 Picton Street, Niagara-on-the-Lake)
— the oldest church in our diocese) Our Lady of the Rosary
Shrine (4706 Miller Road, Welland) Gethsemane
Ministries (84008 Wellandport Road, Wellandport)
Mount Carmel Spiritual Centre (7020 Stanley Avenue,
Niagara Falls)

Parish Missional Health Assessment: Bishop Bergie is
asking clergy and as many parishioners as possible across the
Diocese complete the Parish Missional Health Assessment.
This is a tool to help define a clear, realistic picture of every
parish’s strengths and growth areas. Please use the QR code
below or visit

https //dpc4olay0qgt.typeform.com/MissionalHealth and take a
few minutes to complete the brief survey. You will
get instant, personalized results delivered straight
to your inbox. All results are also submitted
anonymously to the diocese to give a
comprehensive overview of how we are fulfilling our
missionary call to evangelize.

+ 1o Mucrisy Retrouvaille is a marriage
RETROUVAILLE program that helps couples

A LIFELINE FOR MARRIED COUPLES

restore their marriage and rebuild a loving relationship.
Retrouvaille helps to improve communication, build
stronger marriages and helps couples to reconnect. The
next Hamilton Retrouvaille weekend is March 7 — 9,
2025. For more info visit www.retrouvaille.org or email
1013r@helpourmarriage.org.

PRAYER ANGELS Our ministry is set up to

pray for the parish’s intentions. Please send by

email or phone your concerns or cares and they
will be passed on to the members of this group who will
daily offer up your intentions to the Lord. Prayer is
powerful. Let us help ease your troubles or shower the
Lord with praises. Please call or email Marg 289-214-6679
mgmartinl113@gmail.com

'He who prays most receives most.'
St. Alphonsus Maria de Liguori

o CWL CORNER R
};L (Catholic Women's League) ’&.
Here | am Lord, send me
(Isaiah 6.8)

E-transfer payments for CWL may be made to
cwistarofthesea@gmail.com. Please remember to indicate which
event in the subject line.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
MARCH 2":  CWL Mass at 9:00 a.m.
MARCH 11%": General Meeting — 7:00 p.m. in the hall —
New members welcome
MARCH 25™: Executive Meeting — 7:00 p.m
MARCH 29%: Parish Lenten Retreat — more information
to come

LITURGICAL
MINISTRIES 57:
February 22 / 23 5P.M. 9AM 11 AM.
Lector L Urquhart JorC C Purcer
Prendergast
Hospitality P Waters G LaRoche
Ministers C Tracey Zacharchuk H Green
Doreen MacNeill Family A Adam

WEEKLY COLLECTION CONTRIBUTIONS
f';,n& ﬁ'”r:--“u"';

February 9" 2025
Parishioner Envelopes $2,394.00
Loose Collection $ 250.00
Initial Offering $ 10.00

Solemnity of Mary $ 10.00

Total Offertory Collection: $2,664.00
E-Transfers for January $2,705.00
Our Special Needs $ 100.00

MAY GOD BLESS you

e
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