Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Parish ‘Upcfate January 194, 2025

“God has called us through the good news,
that we may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
(2 Thessalonians 2.14)

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

JANUARY 20T TO JANUARY 26™
WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY
Monday,20"  Ferial
Office Closed No Mass

Tuesday, 215t st. Agnes — Memorial
9:00 a.m. +Bill Wong

Wednesday, 22" Ferial
9:00 a.m. CWL Diocesan Mass
9:30-10:30 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Thursday,23" Ferial

(Dn M&F Prindiville)

9:00 a.m. +Ken Dowd (Pat Waters)
6:45-8:15 p.m. Choir Practice, church
7:00-8:00 p.m. Adult Faith Formation week 1- Hall

Friday, 24" st. Francis De Sales - Memorial
9:00 a.m. Sp. Int. of Theresa Howe
(J&P Townsend)
9:30-10:30 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday, 25%
3:30-4:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m. (C&L Vendittelli)

Sunday, 26" 37 Sunday in Ordinary Time

9:00 a.m. Sp. Int. of Hana Rawoof & Huda Abid
(R Rawoof)

Confessions
+Jo Baranek

11:00 a.m.  +Sister Trudy Zunti (CSJ)
(C&L Vendittelli)

+Peter Broughton (Your Loving Sisters)

From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Friends: A couple of weeks back, I included as
part of my Sunday homily the invitation to consider
serving in one of our parish ministries if you are not
already involved. I specifically mentioned two namely,
our music ministry and hospitality. The reason this topic
entered my homily on the Feast of Epiphany was that | was
reflecting upon the astonishing fact that God’s plan of
salvation extends to everyone. Indeed, though He worked

to form His Chosen People, the Jews, over centuries,
clearing the way for their entry into the Land of Canaan,
the Promised Land, disciplining, forgiving, and bestowing
His blessing upon them, His ultimate goal was to bring the
knowledge of salvation to the entire human race. This
“shines forth” (Epiphany) in the visit of the Wise Men
from the East to the Christ Child. This expansive plan of
Almighty God’s prompted me to think about the many
ways in which we are called to “make disciples of all
nations,” individually in our daily lives and together as a
parish family, particularly at Mass, the central celebration
of our faith. Both our regular parishioners and any visitors
encounter our Ministers of Hospitality and the music
produced by our choir. These, in concert with well-
proclaimed Scripture texts and relevant homilies (we try!),
can have a real and lasting effect on an individual
worshiper. Although most of us are quite naturally modest
about our abilities, to the point of selling ourselves short,
the fact is that each of us brings something unique and
valuable to the table. Each one of us has had the
experience of trying to convey a message to another person
only to find out that the time was not right or that | was not
the one to do it! It took another approach or another
individual to get to effect the change we were seeking.
Well, we are blessed to have an excellent Ministry of
Hospitality and a dedicated music ministry here at Star of
the Sea and you may well be just the one to make them
better! Music has such power to reach deep into the soul
and the warmth of a sincere smile, a kind remark and a
firm handshake can go a long way to make one feel
welcome and cared for. Give it some thought and prayer
and let me take this opportunity to say a sincere and hearty
“thank you!” to those serving in the hospitality and music
ministries as well as everyone who exercises a liturgical or
other service role in our parish!

Working with you to “make disciples of all nations,”

P, Richard

The Diocese of St. Catharines is seeking a full-time
Financial Assistant. The successful applicant will be
responsible for all aspects of financial accounting
(including accounts receivable, accounts payable, bank
reconciliations, trial balances and unaudited financial
statements), payroll, employee benefits, pension plan,
annual charity return and providing bookkeeping support to
parishes. A detailed job description can be found on the
diocesan website at: http://saintcd.com/employment.
Interested applicants are invited to submit a resume by
January 15, 2025 to John O'Brien, CFO
(jobrien@saintcd.com).

Adult Faith Formation — Starts this Thursday. Join
us for 6 weeks for Adult Faith Formation hosted by
the Sisters of Our Lady Immaculate. We will gather
from 7-8 p.m. with fellowship afterward. Last chance
to sign up at the back of the church or by contacting
the office. Thank you!

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Parish Update: January 19%, 2025

Thank You Star of the Sea Family! When my father's
health became a serious issue that eventually led to his
passing on Dec. 31, | had no idea how I would cope with
the circumstances. | have been truly blessed with the
support, care and concern from my Star of the Sea family.
Thank you for providing a spiritual safety net for me
through our beautiful Catholic faith.

In Christ, Ron Eckstein

Celebrating Significant Weddings Anniversaries
this Jubilee Year. All married couples, especially those
celebratlng significant anniversaries are invited to attend a
% womooay Mass commemorating the 2025 World

W ““"wass Day of Marriage. Bishop Bergie will

i preside at this special Mass on Sunday

(2 February 9, 2025, at 2:00 pm, at the

s Cathedral of St. Catherine of Alexandria

(3 Lyman Street, St. Catharines). A coffee social will
follow Mass. A congratulatory certificate will be mailed to
couples who register and will celebrate their 1st, 25th,
40th, 50th, 60th, or 60th+ special anniversary in 2025. To
receive this certificate, please contact the parish office.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY - please join us at
1:30, on Jan. 20 in the hall! We knit, crochet and loom
prayer shawls, hats and scarves (mostly for Out of the
Cold), baby blankets, and lapghans. We have lots of yarn
to choose from! A pleasant afternoon of stitching and
conversation — beginning with a prayer!!

WHO MIGHT LIKE A PRAYER SHAWL? If you
know anyone who is ill, is experiencing grief, or has stress
from things like exams, planning a wedding, expecting a
baby, dealing with family issues — a prayer shawl might
help! Even joyful moments can be stressful!! Giving one
of our beautiful, hand stitched, blessed shawls might just
be the comfort needed!! Fill in a card from the box at the
back of the church, or speak to one of our Prayer Shawl
ladies (most CWL members will point you in the right
direction) and we will help you find something wonderful!
We even have some suitable for men!

Each year the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity
runs from January 18 - 25.
For this year 2025, the prayers and reflections for the eight
days were prepared by the brothers and sisters of the
monastic community of Bose in northern Italy. The theme
text for this year is from John 11.26: Jesus asking Martha,
the sister of Lazarus, "Do you believe this?" This year
marks the 1,700th anniversary of the first Christian
Ecumenical Council, held in Nicaea, near Constantinople
in 325 AD. This commemoration provides a unique
opportunity to reflect on and celebrate the common faith of
Christians, as expressed in the Nicene Creed formulated
during this Council. Complete resources for eight days of
prayer, Bible study, and reflection on the Nicene Creed are
available at https://www.weekofprayer.ca/2025-wpcu-

resources/  The texts provided for personal or group
prayer for each of the eight days include two scripture
readings and a psalm. The biblical texts for each day
highlight in turn key statements of the Nicene Creed.

PRAYER ANGELS Our ministry is set up to pray
for the parish’s intentions. Please send by email or phone your
concerns or cares and they will be passed on to the members
of this group who will daily offer up your intentions to the
Lord. Prayer is powerful. Let us help ease your troubles or
shower the Lord with praises. Please call or email Marg 289-
214-6679 mgmartin113@gmail.com

'He who prays most receives most.'
St. Alphonsus Maria de Liguori

‘ CWL CORNER R
,“; 4 (Catholic Women's League) ek §
X\_ Here I am Lord, send me }5__
(Isaiah 6.8)

CWL Memberships are being accepted now.
2025 Dues are $40.
New members are warmly welcome!

February 19 or March 1 — Diocesan Lenten
Retreat at Mount Carmel — “Freedom in Christ:
Understanding & Removing Common Blockers” — with
guest speaker, Domenic Inneo. Cost is $50 — but we pay
half for our CWL members, so cost to you is $25.
Deadline for sign up and payment is Feb. 10. Contact
Lidia or Jayne if you wish to attend.

ALL payments (membership, Lenten retreat) can be made
by e-transfer to cwistarofthesea@gmail.com, or in the
collection basket in a marked envelope (including your
name & address
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WEEKLY COLLECTION CONTRIBUTIONS

& panuary 12, 2025

Parishioner Envelopes
Loose Collection
Christmas
Deo Gratis
Initial Offering
Solemnity of Mary

Total Offertory Collection:

20.00
$3,633.00
Our Special Needs $ 265.10
rartezme
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