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“John said:  One more powerful than I is coming; 

he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 

(Luke 3:16) 

 

CALENDAR for the week 

January 13th to January 19th    

 

Monday,13th     Ferial 

Office Closed     No Mass          

 
  

Tuesday, 14th   Ferial 

  9:00 a.m. Communion Service 

  1:00 p.m.         Turban Stichers – Hall  

 

Wednesday,15th 
Ferial 

   9:00 a.m.        Communion Service 

 

Thursday,16th  Ferial 

  9:00 a.m.         Communion Service 

  6:45-8:15 p.m.           Choir Practice, church 

 

Friday, 17th       St. Anthony, Abbot – Memorial   

  9:00 a.m.        Communion Service 

 

Saturday, 18th             

  3:30-4:30 p.m.            Confessions 

  5:00 p.m.            +Vincenzo Covatta   

                                                (A Covatta & M Carluccio) 

                             +Ivan Maglicic                                                          

                                                (A Covatta & M Carluccio) 

 

Sunday, 19th    2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

   9:00 a.m.         +Carol Hawkes              (J&V Hawkes) 

 11:00 a.m.         Liv. & Dec. Members of Star of the Sea 
 

Please Note:  Father Richard is on Retreat at Mount 

Carmel from January 13th to January 17th.  Deacon Maurice 

will be offering Communion Service this week. 

From the Pastor’s Desk 

Dear Friends:     It is my sincere hope that you enjoyed a 

beautiful Christmas this year with your family and friends.       

It is a special time of year and, provided that our 

expectations are not too unrealistic, the interruption of the 

day-to-day routine can be most welcome, providing an 

opportunity to pause and reflect a bit on the human 

experience in light of God’s saving act of becoming one 

with us in Christ.  This year we offered two Masses on 

Christmas eve in place of the traditional three.  This 

decision was taken in view of the reduced attendance 

following the years of pandemic.  Both Masses were well 

attended, especially the one at 5:00 p.m., as is normally the 

case.  In the past there were more families with small 

children then there have been in the past few years, but this 

is likely because of the earlier Liturgies offered by other 

parishes in the city.  In the past, with large numbers of 

young children, I have always tried to offer something 

different such as assembling them in front of the Altar to 

hear a story with or without a question period (yikes!)    

Our current Christmas Eve and Day schedule of Masses 

seems to suit our parish well and it is not overly taxing.     

Christmas Masses used to scare me each year in the past.     

Besides the serious output of energy, including a very late 

night and early morning Christmas Day, I would agonize 

over what I was going to say during the homily as many 

who are present for worship at Christmas will not be back 

again until Easter or the next Christmas.  I used to believe 

that perhaps the right words, excellent music, beautifully 

decorated church, warm hospitality etc., would prompt the 

people to return the following Sunday.  In almost all cases, 

that did not happen.  But the very pressure I and many 

priests put on ourselves used to leave me feeling edgy and 

perhaps judgmental of those who did not see the need to be 

active in the Church.  After many years of fighting to try 

not to let my inner disappointment and irritation show, I 

have, more recently, handed the matter over to God.      

Having done that, I am much more able to simply welcome 

those who have come and to joyfully lead them in joyful 

worship to the One Who has done truly great things for 

ALL of us.  The changed attitude is surely a blessing to 

those in the pews and definitely one for me.  I am grateful 

to our Lord for bringing me to this space and I pray that I 

may always be an example of what people would expect 

Jesus to be like when they encounter Him.  Following the 

Christmas Liturgies, I rested a bit, then proceeded to my 

sister’s house for a lovely family gathering hosted by her 

and her husband.  Finally, during some quiet times in the 

days that followed, I opened the cards and gifts which 

many in our parish graciously shared with me.  It was a 

fine Christmas and I give thanks to God for you, my parish 

family and countless other blessings in my life.      

  In Christ,  Fr. Richard 
 

 

 

The Diocese of St. Catharines is seeking a full-time 

Financial Assistant. The successful applicant will be 

responsible for all aspects of financial accounting 

(including accounts receivable, accounts payable, bank 

reconciliations, trial balances and unaudited financial 

statements), payroll, employee benefits, pension plan, 

annual charity return and providing bookkeeping support to 

parishes. A detailed job description can be found on the 

diocesan website at: http://saintcd.com/employment. 

Interested applicants are invited to submit a resume by 

January 15, 2025 to John O'Brien, CFO 

(jobrien@saintcd.com).   

 

Adult Faith Formation – Join us in the hall this 

January for 6 weeks for Adult Faith Formation hosted 

by the Sisters of Our Lady Immaculate. Beginning 

Thursday January 23rd running consecutively for 6 

weeks ending on Thursday, February 27th. We will 

gather from 7-8 p.m. with fellowship afterward. 

Please use the signup sheet at the back of the church 

or contact the parish office 
 

To assist parishioners in year-end tax planning, the 

Diocese is pleased to provide a Donation of Securities 

Form. Parishioners can make donations of securities to the 

Parish or Diocese and receive a receipt for income tax 

purposes for the full market amount of the securities 

donated. The Diocese covers all costs for the processing of 

the donation. The Donation of Securities form may be 

obtained from the parish office or by contacting John 

O’Brien, CFO, at 905-684-0154 x206 or 

jobrien@saintcd.com  
 

Choose Life Niagara Dinner: Saturday, March 1, 5:00 

p.m. at Club Roma in Catharines. Guest Speaker Liana 

Gordan will share her story from being an adamant pro-

choice teenager to a passionate advocate for life and talk 

about effective ways we can defend the sanctity of life. 

Join us for dinner, fellowship and a wonderful young 

Canadian pro-life speaker. Details and tickets ($60, 

Students $30) available at ChooseLife.ca/Events or call 

905-684-7505.   

 

Choose Life Niagara AGM (for members only): We 

encourage our members* to attend our Annual General 

Meeting at 4:30 pm on Saturday, March 1 for a brief 

review of the past year’s activities, our financial statements 

and nomination of board members report.   *Members are 

those who subscribe to our guiding principles and who have 

made a donation to Choose Life Niagara in the last two years or 

contributed as a volunteer to the work of the association.  

 

Each year the Week of 

Prayer for Christian Unity 

runs from January 18 - 25.  

For this year, 2025, the prayers and reflections for the eight 

days were prepared by the brothers and sisters of the 

monastic community of Bose in northern Italy. The theme 

text for this year is from John 11.26: Jesus asking Martha, 

the sister of Lazarus, "Do you believe this?"  This year 

marks the 1,700th anniversary of the first Christian 

Ecumenical Council, held in Nicaea, near Constantinople 

in 325 AD. This commemoration provides a unique 

opportunity to reflect on and celebrate the common faith of 

Christians, as expressed in the Nicene Creed formulated 

during this Council.  Complete resources for eight days of 

prayer, Bible study, and reflection on the Nicene Creed are 

available at https://www.weekofprayer.ca/2025-wpcu-

resources/    The texts provided for personal or group 

prayer for each of the eight days include two scripture 

readings and a psalm. The biblical texts for each day 

highlight in turn key statements of the Nicene Creed.  
 

 PRAYER ANGELS  Our ministry is set up to pray 

for the parish’s intentions. Please send by email or phone your 

concerns or cares and they will be passed on to the members 

of this group who will daily offer up your intentions to the 

Lord. Prayer is powerful. Let us help ease your troubles or  

shower the Lord with praises.  Please call or email Marg 289-

214-6679 mgmartin113@gmail.com 

'He who prays most receives most.' 
St. Alphonsus Maria de Liguori 

 

CWL CORNER 
(Catholic Women's League)  

Here I am Lord, send me 

(Isaiah 6.8)   

 

A reminder that our first CWL General Meeting for 2025 

takes place on Tuesday, Jan. 14 at 7:00 p.m.  Come out and 

meet the new Executive!  New members are welcome! 
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WEEKLY COLLECTION CONTRIBUTIONS:  

   January 1st & 5th, 2025    
 

 January 1st  January 5th  

Parishioner 

Envelopes 

 

$    970.00 

 

$  3,883.00 

Loose Collection $      68.00 $     271.00 

Initial Offering $    370.00 $     275.00 

Solemnity of Mary $ 2,019.00 $     135.00 

Christmas Flowers $      25.00  

Total Offertory $ 3,452.00 $ 4,564.00 

Our Special Needs $      40.00 $    310 .00 
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