Epiphany of the Lord

Parish Update: January 5*, 2025

“We observed his star at its rising,
and have come to pay homage to the Lord.”
(Matthew 2.2)

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
JANUARY 6™ TO JANUARY 12T
Monday,6™ Ferial
Office Closed

Tuesday, 7t

St. Andre Bessette — Memorial

9:00 a.m. Sp. Int. of the Morning Mass Group
(RA McLeod)
Wednesday, 8" Ferial
9:00 a.m. +Bob McLeod (P Waters)

9:30-10:30 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Thursday,9™" Ferial

9:00 a.m. Holy Souls (N Vendittelli)
+Joseph Vendittelli (N Vendittelli)
+Martin Howley (Dn M&F Prindiville)

6:45-8:15 p.m. Choir Practice, church

Friday, 10" Ferial
9:00 a.m. +Carlos Garcia (P Waters)
9:30-10:30 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

Saturday, 11"
3:30-4:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

Confessions
Sp. Int. of the Members of the CWL
(RA McLeod)

Sunday, 12" The Baptism of the Lord

9:00 a.m. Liv. & Dec. Members of the Hendriks
& Vanderzalm Families (B Hendriks)
11:00 a.m. +Jo Baranek (M Paroyan)

From the Pastor’s Desk
Dear Friends: Happy 2025! May this year be one in
which we grow nearer to our Blessed Lord, desiring to

know and love Him more fully with each passing day.
We are advised by our Lord in the Gospels to “recognize,
the signs of the times” and as we reflect on current events
in the world and in our personal lives through the eyes of
faith, His unceasing, loving action should be evident.

But ours is an age which looks for instant results and the
virtue of patience is not at a highpoint in our day. |
would suggest that each of us seek to increase patience in
our lives as God’s timetable is much different from our
own and it is only through patient waiting and endurance
that we will see the beautiful tapestry that He has been
weaving.  Take some time over the next week to reflect
upon the wise words of Fr. Pierre Tailhard de Chardin, S.J.,
which have long been a guide for me in my impatience.
Above all, trust in the slow work of God.

We are quite naturally impatient in everything to reach the
end without delay.

We should like to skip the intermediate stages.

We are impatient of being on the way to something
unknown, something new.

And yet it is the law of all progress

that it is made by passing through some stages of
instability—

and that it may take a very long time.

And so | think it is with you;

your ideas mature gradually—Ilet them grow,

let them shape themselves, without undue haste.

Don'’t try to force them on,

as though you could be today what time

(that is to say, grace and circumstances acting on your
own good will)

will make of you tomorrow.

Only God could say what this new spirit

gradually forming within you will be.

Give Our Lord the benefit of believing

that his hand is leading you,

and accept the anxiety of feeling yourself

in suspense and incomplete.

—~Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, SJ

excerpted from Hearts on Fire

Best wishes in Christ, 7z, Rchard

The Diocese of St. Catharines is seeking a full-time
Financial Assistant. The successful applicant will be
responsible for all aspects of financial accounting
(including accounts receivable, accounts payable, bank
reconciliations, trial balances and unaudited financial
statements), payroll, employee benefits, pension plan,
annual charity return and providing bookkeeping support to
parishes. A detailed job description can be found on the
diocesan website at: http://saintcd.com/employment.
Interested applicants are invited to submit a resume by
January 15, 2025 to John O'Brien, CFO
(jobrien@saintcd.com).
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St. Michael Men's Speaker Series: Thu Jan 9,
7:30pm @ Sts. Cyril & Methodius Church, St.
Catharines, with Fr. Roman Dusanowskyj

This month’s topics: Spiritual lessons from a life of
solitude & Shielding yourself against dark forces. +
Blessing and distribution of icons of Christ. Confessions at
7 pm; talk starts at 7:30 pm; social hour at 8:30 pm.
Gentlemen of all ages are invited to this monthly talk &
social about a spiritual topic relevant to men in our time.
Held at a different church each month in order to bring
together men from across the diocese & provide guidance
+ support with a spiritual talk & activity designed to
strengthen our faith and fight spiritual battles.

Adult Faith Formation — Join us in the hall this
January for 6 weeks for Adult Faith Formation hosted
by the Sisters of Our Lady Immaculate. Beginning
Thursday January 23™ running consecutively for 6
weeks ending on Thursday, February 27", We will
gather from 7-8 p.m. with fellowship afterward.
Please sign up by contacting the parish office.

2025 Offertory Envelopes — Please pick up your 2025
o Offertory Envelopes from the main entrance of
i jv)/ the church. PLEASE recycle your OLD
contribution envelopes as that number might
be allocated to another member. If you would like to start
using offertory envelopes in 2025 please contact the parish
office to get a set. Clearly print your information on the first
couple of envelopes used in the new year. Thank You!

To assist parishioners in year-end tax planning, the
Diocese is pleased to provide a Donation of Securities
Form. Parishioners can make donations of securities to the
Parish or Diocese and receive a receipt for income tax
purposes for the full market amount of the securities
donated. The Diocese covers all costs for the processing of
the donation. The Donation of Securities form may be
obtained from the parish office or by contacting John
O’Brien, CFO, at 905-684-0154 x206 or
jobrien@saintcd.com

PRAYER ANGELS Our ministry is set up to pray

for the parish’s intentions. Please send by email or phone your

concerns or cares and they will be passed on to the members
of this group who will daily offer up your intentions to the
Lord. Prayer is powerful. Let us help ease your troubles or

shower the Lord with praises. Please call or email Marg 289-

214-6679 mgmartin113@gmail.com
'He who prays most receives most.'
St. Alphonsus Maria de Liguori

“ f‘ﬁ‘ (Catholic Women's League)

Here | am Lord, send me

(Isaiah 6.8)
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Our First General Meeting for 2025 — Tuesday,
January 14 at 7:00 p.m. (Note: NOT the usual first
Tuesday of the month). Come out and meet the new
executive and help us plan our 2025!! HELP — we still
need a Secretary and a Social Justice Chair!! If you can
help, please contact Jayne Evans at
Jayne.evans98@gmail.com. You don’t have to work
alone, and we can provide lots of assistance!!

LITURGICAL

MINISTRIES =7 2

Jan. 11th / 12th 5P.M. 9AM 11 AM.
JorC

Lector P Waters Prendergast C Purcer

Hospitality J & P Merritt Zacharchuk Bott Family

Ministers S Honsberger Family

WEEKLY COLLECTION CONTRIBUTIONS:
== December 22, Christmas & 20t 2024 &&=

Dec. 22 Christmas Dec. 29
Parishioner
Envelopes $6,686.00 | $ 155.00 | $ 3,275.00
Loose Collection $ 28400 |$ 1,08200 | $ 251.00
Christmas $ 375.00 $11,975.00 | $ 655.00
Christmas Flowers | $ 10.00 |$ 150.00 |$ 30.00
Solemnity of Mary $ 130.00
Initial Offering $ 150.00
Total Offertory $7,355.00 | $13,362.00 | $ 4,491.00
E-Transfers for the
Month of December $ 375.00
Our Special Needs | $ 0.00 $ 6500 [$ 110.00

~hane sy
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- HAPPY
New Year

The Lord bless you and keep you;

The Lord make His face

shine upon you, And be gracious to you...
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